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Holdforth Interiors

Tel: 01388 664777
Fax: 01388 665982
Soft  Furnishings, 

Curtains,  Alterations 
(both  clothing  &  soft 

furnishings)

Free Estimates
No job too small

Competitive Rates

Holdforth Crest, B.A.

E + E  CORN
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland

Tel. 01388  603333

CHRISTMAS  TREES
FREE  DELIVERY  BISHOP  AUCKLAND  AREA

Check  every  week  
for  our  special  offers

Holly
Wreaths

£6.00

21% Chicken Dog Food £6.00, 
2 for £10.00

Cat Litter 30Lt £6.00
Hen Pellets £5.50, 4 for £20

Potatoes  for  
Christmas  £5.00  

a  bag  Large  
Washed  

Can  Deliver

Carrots £2.00
Turnips £4.00
Onion £4.00
10 Kilo Bags

School  recognised  for 
quality  study  support

A Bishop Auckland secondary 
school has become the first in 
County Durham to achieve 
the highest recognition for its 
out-of-hours study support.
King James I Community 
Arts College on South 
Church Road, has achieved 
the advanced level award 
from Quality in Study 
Support (QiSS). 
The award recognises quality 
in activities for young people 
which take place outside of 
normal school hours.
Research has shown that 
young people’s participation 
in study support has a direct 
and positive impact on their 
levels of attainment in the 
classroom, their motivation 
and their confidence.
At King James, GCSE 
results have seen significant 
improvements in recent 
years, with out-of-hours 
learning activities playing an 
important part in driving up 
standards.
The College works closely 
with the King James I 
Community Association, 
which shares the college site, 
to provide study support.
Emma Marley, Study Support 
Co-ordinator at Durham 
County Council, said, “This 
award is something for the 
college and the community 
association to be immensely 
proud of.
“The staff and young 
people have worked 
extremely hard to achieve 
this level of recognition, 
adopting an approach of 
continuous development and 
improvement.
“Hopefully King James I 
Community Arts College will 
serve as a positive example 
for other schools in the 
county to strive to achieve 
similar levels of quality in 
study support activities for 
children and young people.”
The school has been working 
towards the advanced level 
award for seven years, 
having previously achieved 
the emerged and established 
levels.
In order to reach advanced 

level the school was visited 
and assessed by a senior 
representative from QiSS, 
staff from Durham County 
Council, and a peer scrutineer 
from a school in Cumbria.
The assessment looked at 
the facilities and activities 
provided by the school for 
out-of-hours study support 
and included presentations by 
the headteacher and students.
Janet Stephenson, senior 
teacher at King James I 

Community Arts College, 
said, “We are very proud to 
receive the QiSS advanced 
award. 
“We place great value on our 
study support activities and 
they are an integral part of 
our college life.
“This award recognises the 
hard work and dedication 
of staff in delivering a wide 
range of activities and also the 
enthusiasm of students who 
participate in the activities.”

Co-operative
Funeral Care
We’ll be there with a caring,

sympathetic service 24-hours a day.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.
Full Memorial Service available.

Free Estimates on request.
Fylands House, Tindale Crescent, 

Bishop Auckland.
(01388) 603525

When you need us, we’ll be there.

D.S.A  Approved  Driving  Instructor
New Dual Controlled Car

Your first 5 lessons for only £50.00
1 or 2 hours or intensive lessons

Discounts for block booking and students
Tel: Eddy

07971 102654  or  01388 604 103
1st  Lesson  Free

A recent spate of thefts across 
County Durham is putting 
motorists’ lives at risk.
Thieves have repeatedly 
targeted temporary traffic 
management systems across 
the county, including those 
in Etherley Lane, operated 
by the County Council’s 
contractor, Premier Traffic 
Management. They steal 
the batteries operating the 
lights leaving Durham 
County Council Highway 
sites without any safe traffic 
management.
County Council Highways 
Operations Manager, Mark 
Readman, says the situation 
is extremely serious, “Over 
the last three months over 
100 batteries have been 
stolen from sites. Not only 
has this cost the contractor 
£10,000 but frankly, these 
thieves are putting motorists’ 
lives at risk. 
“The batteries have very 
limited alternative uses too. 
They really are specialist 
batteries for these systems.”

thieves  put  lives  
at  risk  in  

ETHERLEY  LANE
Cabinet Member for Strategic 
Environment, Cllr Bob 
Young, is asking residents 
to help, he said, “We take 
a great deal of pride at the 
new Unitary Authority in 
providing first class services. 
These reckless actions are 
jeopardising people’s safety 
and could result in a serious 
accident. 
“I would ask anyone with any 
information about this to let 
the police know.”
Motorists are asked to report 
any suspicious activities to the 
police as a matter of urgency 
by contacting Durham Police 
on 0345 60 60 365 or ring 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 
Official vehicles will have 
Premier Traffic Management 
or Durham County Council 
branding. 
The locations that these thefts 
have arisen more recently 
are:- Evenwood / Cockfield, 
Coundon Gate, Etherley 
Lane, Middridge, Gainford, 
Cassop and Brancepeth.

King James I Community College.
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PropertyTo Advertise
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

Selling your house?
Please call me.

Mark 07786 334442.

ABTEC 
PLUMBING

01388 776665

Ring Neil on 
07919 215 959

COMBI boilers, Radiators, 
Gas Fires & Gas Cookers
Showers, Taps, Toilets 

& Sinks.
Bathrooms and Kitchens

Landlords safety 
inspections

Emergency call-out
No Job too small

All electrical work 
undertaken NIC EIC 
Approved Contractor

Tiling Service 
Available

& Electricians

Ring Neil on 

Specialists in House 
Rewires & Safety 

Inspection 

01388 776665
07919 215 959

Special OAP Rates

Showers, Fridges, Freezer & 
Electrical Cooker Repairs

ABTEC 
Electricians

&  Plumbing

Bondgate  Hand  
Car  Wash  &  

Valeting Centre
(Former Belton Tyres)

Bishop Auckland

Hand car wash 
from £3.50

Part/Full Valets available
(Booked by Appointment)

Tel: 07906 785 235

Garden  CutzGarden  Cutz
Full range of 

professional garden care 
& external services.
All work & services 

Fully Insured.
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice please 
call STEVE on
01388 812886

or 07967 431821

Christmas can be a hectic 
time for many, with all the 
preparations and anticipation 
for the festive period, giving 
blood can fall down the ‘to 
do’ list. And with Christmas 
falling on a Friday there will 
be a reduction in the number 
of blood donor sessions taking 
place over the two week 
Christmas period; six full days 
and two half days instead of 
the usual 10 full days.
Donated blood cannot be 
stockpiled as two blood 
components taken from a 

GIVE  BLOOD  AND  SAVE  A  LIFE  
THIS  CHRISTMAS

donation have short shelf lives. 
Platelets, a clotting factor used 
to help treat leukaemia and 
cancer patients, last for just 
five days. Red cells last a little 
bit longer at 35 days and are 
often transfused to patients 
suffering from severe anaemia 
or severe blood loss. Therefore 
it’s vital that both regular and 
new donors come forward 
to give blood and ensure 
sufficient blood is available 
for patients.
Anyone aged between 17-65, 
weighing more than 50 kg (7 

stone 12lbs) and in general 
good health could potentially 
start saving lives by becoming 
a blood donor. There is no 
upper age limit for donors who 
have donated in the last two 
years. 
For those who would like to 
donate, a session ia taking 
place in the Main Hall Scout 
Centre in Kingsway, Bishop 
Auckland, on Thursday, 
December 17th. To book an 
appointment, call the Donor 
Line on 0300 123 23 23 or 
visit www.blood.co.uk.

PHOTO INCLUDED? (£5)            Yes            No
(If yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if 
you would like your picture returned to you.)

Occasion:  (Please tick)
Birthday
Anniversary
Birth
Congratulations
Appreciations
Memoriam

Obituary
For Sale / To Let
Birthday Memories
Services Offered
Other (Please State) ....
...............................

Number of separate messages...................
MESSAGE(S) - (Please write in clear block capitals and 
continue on a separate piece of plain paper if necessary) 
.................................................................................
..................................................................................
..................................................................................
..................................................................................
...................................................................................
..................................................................................

NUMBER OF WORDS = .......................................

NAME......................................................................
ADDRESS................................................................
................................................................................
CONTACT NO.........................................................

AMOUNT (x 35p) ....................................................

Hand this form into the Town Hall or 
Woodhouse Close Library or post it to
3 - 4 First Floor Offices, Town Council 
Building, Civic Hall Square, Shildon, 

DL4 1AH.

classified form

TOTAL = .......................................

GUTTERS  CLEARED
UPVC Soffits, Fascias, 
Gutters & Down Pipes

Cleared, Cleaned, Repaired, 
Replaced or Renewed

Call Ramsey's Joinery on
01388 776012
07919 156221

All aspects of UPVC cladding, 
guttering & joinery work 

undertaken, all at reasonable rates

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering

Clean Service
Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a

FREE quote
01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Two local men will appear 
before Teesside Crown 
Court after being charged 
with affray connected to an 
incident which culminated in 
the death of a man from fatal 
head injuries.
Paul Barker, 29, of The 
Cumberland Arms in Newgate 
Street, Bishop Auckland, and 
Dean Whitworth, 25, of Elliott 
Way in St. Helen Auckland, 
were jointly charged with 

affray in the early hours of 
Monday 10th August.
Mr Barker’s uncle, Stephen 
Wilson, 48, of Hardisty 
Crescent died the next day 
at James Cook University 
Hospital, Middlesbrough, after 
a fight outside the Beehive 
pub.
A third man, Maurice Rowell, 
26, also of Hardisty Crescent, 
is charged with Mr Wilson’s 
manslaughter, and will stand 

trial at Teesside Crown Court 
on Monday, December 14th. 
Mr Rowell is the son of the 
Beehive’s landlord, also 
called Maurice Rowell.
Barker and Whitworth 
entered no pleas before 
Bishop Auckland Magistrates’ 
Court, and were granted 
unconditional bail before 
they appear at Teesside 
Crown Court on a date to be 
confirmed.

MEN  APPEAR  IN  COURT  IN  
RELATION  TO  BEEHIVE  DEATH

A pair of Clash and Jam 
tickets are up for grabs, 
courtesy of The Bishop 
Press. 
The concert features Rebel 
Truce as “The Clash” 
and Setting Sons as “The 
Jam”; the support act will 
be Shildon band, The Last 

‘CLASH’  AND  ‘JAM’  tickets  
up  for  grabs

Fakers, who have just released 
their debut L.P.
Doors open at 6.00pm on 
December 19th at Shildon 
Civic Hall, where tickets can 
be purchased now.
For a chance to win free tickets 
answer this question:
What was The Jam’s first no. 1 

hit single?
Send your entry, with your 
name, address and telephone 
number, to 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town 
Council, Civic Hall Square, 
Shildon, DL4 1AH, or 
email crier@talk21.com by 
Wednesday, December 16th.

PLEASE  NOTE:  
DEADLINE  CHANGES  

THIS  CHRISTMAS
Due to Christmas day falling 
on a Friday, here at The Bishop 
Press, we want to make sure 
you get your weekly paper in 
time for Christmas. This means 
that issue 20 will be hitting 
the streets two days earlier on 
Wednesday, December 23rd. 
Therefore, any classifieds, 
adverts or stories  for this issue 
must be submitted by Friday, 
December 18th.
You can post them into us at 

3 - 4 First Floor Offices, Town 
Council Building, Civic Hall 
Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH, 
or email bishoppress@yahoo.
co.uk. You can also leave 
items in either Woodhouse 
Close Library or the Town 
Hall Library. 
Please make sure you get your 
items to us in plenty of time, as 
the next issue after Christmas 
will not be distributed until 
January 8th.

keeping  green  
this  christmas

To help residents stay green 
this Christmas, Durham 
County Council has published 
its festive refuse and recycling 
collection dates.
In the Wear Valley area, 
collection dates will be the 
same as usual up to and 
including Christmas Eve. 
From Friday, December 25th 
until Wednesday, December 
30th, bins will be collected 
one working weekday later 

than usual, including Monday, 
December 28th, even though it 
is a Bank Holiday.  Bins that 
would usually be collected 
on Thursday, December 31st 
will be emptied on Saturday, 
January 2nd, and a usual 
collection on Friday, January  
1st will move to Monday, 
January 4th. 
All collections will be back to 
normal from Monday, January 
4th.
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If you would like to share your 
stories with The Bishop Press, 
Email:   bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

or Call
01388  775896

 

Call Liam
Office  01388  815506

Mob 07999818091

For all gas and 
plumbing services. 
No job too small.

Family run business
Gas safe 226180

Free Quotes

MRM  Fabrications

All Types of Wrought Ironwork
Gates, Railings, Handrails, 
Disabled Access & Ramps 
Security/Window Grilles

Tel: 01740 656889
07932 474090

Unit 2, Bowbank House Farm, 
Merrington Road, Kirk Merrington, 

DL16 7HY

BISHOP  PIZZA  
DEAL  THEFT

Two 18 year-olds appeared 
before Magistrates at Newton 
Aycliffe recently, facing 
charges of stealing a Pizza 
Deal worth £18.50 from Pizza 
Place, causing harassment, and 
resisting a P.C. in the execution 
of his duty. 
Ian Damian McPherson, 
of Teesdale Walk, Bishop 
Auckland, pleaded guilty 
to the theft but denied the 
other charges. John Robert 

Cawley of Constantine Road, 
North Bitchburn, pleaded not 
guilty to the single charge of 
harassment. The pair were 
released on unconditional 
bail to appear at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court on  
February 10th. 
Magistrates were requested to 
fit in the trial before Cawley 
leaves the country in March, 
as he has a one way ticket for 
Thailand.

MASONRY  TECH
Building - Property 

MaintEnAnce

 All building work, 
including: plastering, 

paving, joinery.
Also, Drawing Service 

for Planning Permission

Tel: 07855 861 449

S JARDINE 
ROOFING

SLATE,  TILE  AND  
FELT  ROOFING,

LEAD WORK,  GUTTERING, 
REPOINTING,  VELUX LIGHTS, 

REPAIR WORK.
Time-served Tradesman

Tel/Fax 01388 601757
Mob: 07780 736120

14 years experience
www: sjardineroofing.com

COMMUNITY  IS  ALL  EARS 
THANKS  TO  LEADER  GRANT  

FOR  RADIO  STATION 

Sue Ellwood (centre) of North Pennine Dales LEADER, tries her hand at 
broadcasting with help from presenter Rosie Smiles and producer Gary 

Waldron of Bishop FM. 

Local radio station, 
Bishop FM, is 
celebrating the success 
of its first month 
on air, broadcasting 
local news and views 
to thousands of 
enthusiastic listeners 
across South West 
Durham. 
The Community radio 
station, which is based 
behind The Postchaise 
in the town’s Market 
Place,  is run by more 
than 60 volunteers 
from all walks of life. 
The not-for-profit 
venture has been 
granted a five 
year licence and 
is broadcasting on 
105.9FM from 7.00am 
to 11.00pm daily from 
Bishop Auckland.   
Programmes feature local 
news, views, sport and 
music from folk and blues to 
indie and rock and roll with 
outside broadcasts, covering 
everything from village events 
to local businesses.
One of the first visitors to 
the station was Sue Ellwood, 
Project Manager of North 
Pennine Dales LEADER that 
supported the venture with a 
grant of £11,500. 
“We are delighted that our 
grant has helped Bishop FM 
get up-and-running,” she said.   
“LEADER is here to support 
projects that improve the basic 
quality of life in rural areas and 
the station will help to foster 
community spirit and keep 

people in touch with what is 
going in their local areas.  It is 
also providing volunteers with 
the chance to learn a whole 
range of new skills."
“We are delighted to be 
actually on the air at last as 
the project was originally 
launched in 2006,” said Bishop 
FM’s Finance Director Gillian 
Campbell. “So much time and 
effort has gone into this and 
the support from LEADER has 
been vital.  
“The grant was an invaluable 
contribution to the £22,000 we 
needed to purchase equipment 
and launch the station.  We have 
also had help from the Lottery 
Awards For All and local 
authorities and our volunteers 
organised everything from 

discos and sponsored walks 
to bag-packing in order to 
raise the money we needed.
“We have been bowled over 
by the enthusiasm people 
are showing for the station 
as we had 12,000 hits on our 
website before we broadcast 
a single word. The district 
has quite a large number of 
elderly and disabled people 
who are often housebound, 
so bringing local news and 
events into their homes 
makes them feel part of the 
community,” she added. 
The Bishop FM team are all 
ages and from all walks of life 
including DJs, former radio 
presenters, IT specialists, 
accountants, students and 
retired people.  

Traffic in Bishop Auckland 
will be disrupted by repair 
work to the Cockton Hill 
railway bridge, which is 
scheduled to begin at the end 
of March. 
The repair work will cause 
disruption to road traffic 
for up to a month and rail 
services for 12 days.
A county council 
spokesperson said, “The 
council is in the process 
of arranging to replace the 
deck, at a cost of more than 
£1million.
“It will be necessary to close 
the road over the bridge 
for about four weeks from 
March 29.
“Train services will also 
terminate at Shildon for 12 
days from the beginning 
of April. However, we 

are working closely with 
Network Rail, Northern 
Trains and local bus operators 
to minimise the disruption to 
travellers.
“We will be installing 
a temporary footbridge 
alongside the bridge in 
January and are planning to 
start work on replacing the 
main bridge at the end of 
March.
“A shuttle bus will also 
be operating between the 
railway stations at Shildon 
and Bishop Auckland while 
train services are suspended 
and diversions for road users 
will be clearly marked.
The spokesperson went on to 
say that further information 
would be provided at a public 
exhibition, which would take 
place early in the new year.

MAIN  TRAFFIC  
ROUTE  TO  CLOSE  

FOR  UP  TO  A  MONTH

To Advertise, 
Call us on 

01388 775896
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Valley
Wrought

Iron
High Quality Gates 

- Garden Fences - Wall Railings
- Free Estimates &

Advice on any project
- Experienced Tradesmen 

- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

MILNERS

Telephone

776150

WINDOW CLEANERS
All  areas covered

Patios, Conservatories,
& Gutters also cleaned.

RAMSEY'S
Joinery & Property

Maintenance

01388 776012
07919 156221

All aspects of Joinery 
undertaken

From Shelves to 
Renovations, Gates, Fencing, 

Decking, Doors etc
Kitchens & Bedrooms Fitted

www.intelligentbookkeeping.co.uk

Need  an  
Accountant?

Our services include accounts for 
sole-traders, partnerships, limited companies, 
tax returns, VAT, Payroll, business start-ups 

& company formations.

01388  665151
FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION

152 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland

S.E. LANDSCAPING 
AND GARDEN SERVICES

Tel: 01388 772704
or  07816 940170

Turfing, Fencing, Garden 
Walls, Patios, Decking, 

Pruning, Weed killing, Tree 
Felling, Grass Cutting Service 
from £5.00. Free Estimates. 

General Garden Maintenance 
from £15 hr Commercial and 

Private works welcome

The Bishop Press, December 12th, 2009. 

DFC  FUELS
Horse shavings 

- BEDMAX 
Premium Quality
Pre-packed 20kg

01388 665 966
Find us off Coundon Bypass

 

NOW  
SUPPLYING

International
“Part Worn Tyres Available”

John Garnett.  Tel 07831 729402

• NEW  TYRES
• REMOULDS
• TYRE  REPAIRS
• WHEEL BALANCING 
   & TRACKING

TYRES

Unit C1
Romanway Ind. Est.

Tindale Crescent
Bishop Auckland

Co Durham. DL14 9AW
Tel: 01388 661231

COCKTON  HILL  WMC
No Cover Charge

Bingo  Saturday + Added Snowball
Saturday 12th December:

M-Jay
Monday 14th December:

Laney
Saturday 19th December:

Jon Rowe
Monday 21st December:

Chris  Knight

Do you have leaflets 
for your business?

Then The Bishop Press will 
do your leaflet drop for you to 

around 8,000 homes.
Call 

01388 775896  
0790 9992731 

for details.

FAMILY  THANKFUL  TO  
QUIZ-GOING  FUNDRAISERS

Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society and Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall have expressed 
their appreciation to everyone 
connected with the Town Quiz 
and Orchid Show, recently 
held at the Town Hall.  A total 
of £1,055.50 was raised for the 
Rebecca Sands appeal. 
Of that sum, £194 came from 
a donation from the Darlington 
and District and North East 
Region Orchid Societies, 
including £70 from Mr Ray 
Creek, £50 direct from the 
Societies, and £130 from 
individuals and visitors to the 
show.   
At the quiz, Rebecca’s mother, 
Gemma, said, "I would like to 
thank everyone for their efforts 
and for helping to raise money 

for Rebecca. It is very hard to 
get any help for Rebecca for 
specialist equipment due to 
the fact that I work and due to 
the fact that there is no charity 
linked to lissencephally, which 
is the condition that Rebecca 
has, due to it being so rare. 
So, unfortunately, it is left to 
us and our friends and family 
to fundraise, which as you 
can appreciate, is very time 
consuming- but obviously 
very worthwhile. Equipment 
is very specialist, a car seat is 
roughly a £1,000, so the efforts 
that will be put on this evening 
will help greatly. We obviously 
don't know much about 
Rebecca's illness, as there are 
only 2 children in Europe with 
the genetic condition which 

has caused the lissencephally- 
Rebecca being one of them!
We do know that Rebecca 
will have a short life, and that 
is why we want her to have 
the best life possible with 
everything that she needs and 
the fundraising that you do 
tonight will help with that."
A Town Hall spokesperson 
went on to say, “A total of 
£861.50 was raised by the Civic 
Society's Town Quiz, and we'd 
particularly like to thank the 
winning team - Blocki's Boys 
- for donating the £50 prize 
money back to the appeal.  A 
big thank you also to everyone 
who donated prizes for the 
raffle, and to Glynn Wales 
who did a magnificent job as 
Question Master.”

A would-be robber fled empty 
handed from a mobile post 
office after a quick-thinking 
cashier pressed the panic 
button.
The man, who targeted the 
van at around 11.15am on 
Wednesday, December 9th. 
The man entered the van while 
it was parked in Jubilee Street, 
Toronto, before producing a 
Morrison’s carrier bag and 
demanding money.
After the alarm was raised, 
the assailant quickly ran off, 
snatching the GPS security 
device as he fled.
Police described the suspect 
as white and slim. He was 
wearing a grey tracksuit top 
with red sleeves and a white 
stripe on the arms, he was 
also wearing a blue Umbro 
baseball cap, dark tracksuit 
bottoms with a white motif, 
white trainers and black 
gloves, he covered his face 
with a dark scarf.
Police reported that no threats 
were made and no violence 

was used, however, the cashier 
was thoroughly shocked by the 
incident.
A car, described as a “not 
new”, green four door vehicle 
was parked in the vicinity, 
police are urging the owner of 
the vehicle to come forward.
Investigating officer, DI 
Simon Orton said, "It may be 
connected with the incident, it 
may not.
"If not we would urge the 
driver to come forward.
"We also want to hear from 
people who were in the area 
from 10.30am who may 
have seen someone acting 
suspiciously.
"We are also keen to speak to 
anyone who may have seen 
people watching the post 
office over the past few days 
and perhaps preparing for this 
raid."
Police are asking anyone who 
can help to come foward, they 
can do so by calling 0345 60 
60 365 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

A Christmas event with an 
Edwardian flavour will take 
place at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Sunday, 
December 20th, from 7.30pm. 

AN  EDWARDIAN  CHRISTMAS

toronto  robbery

The Ravenswood Singers and 
Opera Live present Celebrate 
Christmas, which will be 
an evening of Christmas 
songs and carols, sure to put 

everyone in the festive mood.
All tickets cost £8.00. 
For further information call 
the Town Hall Box Office on 
01388 602610.

METHODIST  FESTIVE  SERVICES
Bishop Auckland Methodist 
Church will be holding festive 
services in the upcoming 
weeks, with services running 
up to and including Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. 
Advent services will take 
place on Sundays 13th, 20th 
and 27th December. Reverend 
Keith M Phipps will lead the 

church in Holy Communion 
at 10.30am on Sunday 13th; 
Miss Christine Bennett will 
perform a service at 6.00pm of 
the same day. On Sunday 20th 
Rev. Phipps will preside over 
a Nativity Service on 10.30am 
and a Carol Service at 6.00pm. 
A Christmas Crib Service will 
begin at 4.00pm on Christmas 

Eve, later, at 11.15pm there 
will be a Holy Communion for 
Christmas. On Christmas Day 
there will be a Family Service.
A spokesperson said, “We 
wish you a happy and holy 
Christmas and Peace-filled 
New Year.” The services will 
take place at The Methodist 
Church on Cockton Hill Road.
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Part exchange† 
available.

Prices and availability correct at time of going to print. Photography represents a typical Miller Homes’ exterior and interior. HIPs on part exchange properties only at point of confirmation.
*All offers are plot specific and subject to Miller Homes’ terms and conditions. †Part exchange subject to status.
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HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Fresh, 
Not Frozen

We provide you with an alternative to a 7 
day frozen meal programme.

We deliver a selection of home-cooked, freshly prepared meals , hot 
& ready to eat,  for only £3.95 per day, including 

free delivery. For a free informal chat/visit call: 
 01388 771434  or  07531969254

Bishop Auckland 
Chiropractic Clinic

27 Cockton Hill Road, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS
Tel: 01388 451349

Do you suffer with:
•HEADACHES•TRAPPED NERVES•NECK PAIN•BACK 

PAIN•SCIATICA•PINS & NEEDLES•TENSION
Contact: Dr. Luc Presseau BA DC (Chiropractor)

HALF  PRICE  CONSULTATION 
WITH  THIS  ADVERT!  

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations and Repairs
Gas Servicing and Repairs

All aspects of plumbing work undertaken
No job too small.      20 Years Experience

Time served   FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered. Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  or  01388 607233

HARRIS  JOINERY  
&  HANDYMAN  SERVICES
All aspects of joinery

Windows & doors fitted
Loft / garage conversions

Repairs as well as 
replacements

All work undertaken
No job too small

Call for a free quote on
01388  603586
07917446305

Roman Way Tyres & Exhaust

01388 606234

Puncture repairs    Exhausts
Tracking & balancing  

Catalytic Converters   Servicing 
MOT work   Brakes/Welding

TRY US NOW AND SEE OUR 
COMPETITIVE PRICES!!

PART  USED  TYRES  FROM  £8  FITTED
Romanway Industrial Estate, Bishop Auckland

B.M.  
Electrical  

From a socket to a re-wire.
Burglar alarms, Digital, 

Aerial & TV.
Wall mounting service.

Domestic appliance repairs.
01388  779452
07881 823382

FREE  QUOTATIONS
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Michelle Fish 
Chiropodist / 

Podiatrist
BSc (Hons) Degree Podiatry 

M.Ch.S, HPC Reg

Home Visits.
Mobile 

Chiropodist.
01388 459150
07929 528509

Bishop Auckland College 
staff and students have raised 
nearly £1,000 for Children in 
Need. 
Students helped raise £965.39 
for children in need, more than 
the College has previously 
raised for the charity, through 
a variety of a activities. 

Students from all parts of the 
College and even the College 
nursery children took part in 
the fundraising. 
The fun events undertaken 
to raise money included a 
sponsored wall climb in the 
College’s gym organised 
by Sport students, a concert 

COLLEGE  HELPS  
CHILDREN  IN  NEED

MOT’s,  Servicing, 
Repairs & Parts

Fully stocked shop now open 
above the garage

Givi, Oxford, Scott Leathers, 
Lazer, Bikeit etc

Open 7 Days a week
Holdforth Crest, 

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6DU
Tel: 01388   664777

Holdforth Motorcycle
Accessories & Parts Self employed?

or do you run a small limited 
company?

I offer a complete Bookkeeping and 
Accountancy service dealing with all aspects of 

VAT, PAYE, Income Tax and Corporation Tax

all from  only
Haven’t you better things to do with your time

than struggle with the books?

Call Carl on 01388 774774

£4.00

The Arriva Bus Depot in 
Bishop Auckland is to be 
closed in the new year, 
according to recent proposals. 
Arriva claim that no drivers 
will lose their jobs and 
services will not be affected, 
although some engineering 
and supervisory staff will lose 
their jobs.

Managing Director, Jonathan 
May, said Arriva had also 
asked management level staff 
to volunteer for redundancies, 
so that compulsory 
redundancies would not be 
necessary.
The cuts come amid a cost-
cutting drive by the company, 
which began last year. 

BUS  DEPOT  CLOSURE
Pudsey with students who helped raise £965.39 for children in need.

by the Performing Arts & 
Music students, fancy dress 
collecting by Beauty & Hair 
students, sponsored waxing, 
cake making and selling by 
Catering students, various 
stalls including tombola, prize 
draws, and bucket collections 
throughout the week.

Bishop Auckland Town 
Centre will play host to 
numerous Chirstmas Events 
this year. There will be 
festive street entertainment 
in Newgate Street, Fore 
Bondgate and Theatre 
Corner between 11.30am and 

TOWN  CENTRE  EVENTS
The temporary taxi rank in 
Bishop Auckland has been 
moved after drivers lobbied 
for a change of location. 
The rank has been moved from 
North Bondgate car park to the 
forecourt of the former Belton 

Tyres garage; the change will 
be in effect for 28 days while 
a planning application is 
considered.
The rank will operate at the 
Belton Tyres site on a daily 
basis from 6.00pm to 6.00am.

taxi  rank  
changes3.30pm on Saturdays 12th and 

19th December. 
The Market Place will also 
be the venue for a Christmas 
Show Extravaganza, which 
will run from 12noon until 
4.00pm on Sunday December 
20th.

On top of this, the Market 
Place will be the venue of 
extra Christmas markets, 
which will be held on 
Monday 21st, Tuesday 
22nd and Wednesday 23rd 
December. There will be no 
market on Boxing Day.

DUE  IN  COURT 
Shane Harland, aged 45, of 
West Lane, Bishop Auckland 
faces a charge that on 
November 15th he assaulted, 
by beating, a woman.
Thirty five year-old Stephen 
McGuiness, of Grey Street, 

Bishop Auckland, faces 
charges that on October 7th 
he drove a V.W. Passat in New 
South View, Chilton, without 
licence or insurance and of 
resisting a P.C. in the execution 
of his duty.

Evergreen Primary School  in 
Bishop Auckland is selling 
special Christmas Cards this 
year. 
The pictures on each card have 
been designed and drawn/
painted by the children who 
study at the school.

A major card company  has  
printed the cards free-of-
charge, meaning that all 
proceeds will go towards 
school funds. 
The high-quality cards are 
available for £2 a pack from  
the school.

evergreen  
CHRISTMAS  CARDS
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MADE YOU LOOK!

Advertising in
The Bishop 
Press works

Call Jeff on  01388  775896  
or  0790  999  2731
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DFC  FUELS
Cash & Carry Coal

01388 665 966,  Find us off Coundon Bypass
We supply a wide variety of quality, bagged (25kg), solid fuels, including: 

Coal, Premium Anthracite Nuts & Grains, Smokeless Ovoids, Burnwell, Pet 
Coke (ideal for green houses), Logs & Sticks.

We are also the local agent of HOTMAX Heat Logs (20kg) 
- ideal for open fires & multi fuel stoves.

***Christmas Special... as from Mon 7th Dec. Economy Coal £5 per bag, 
throughout December only!!*** (Collection only)

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm and 
Saturdays (winter months only) 9.30 - 11.30am

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service

New Roofs - Flat Roofs - 
Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC & Flat Roofing 
Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, 
doors and conservatories.

If your double glazed units are 
all misted up, call us.

We can replace them cheaper 
than you think.

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

tEL: 01388 777606
M.R.P. 

PLastering
Services
All aspects of 
plastering & 

rendering
Free estimates

Tel: 07845685499

The Bishop’s Pantry
17A South Church Road, Bishop Auckland (Opposite King James’ School), Tel: 07730 604713

Sandwich & coffee specialists:
Hot or cold sandwiches, freshly made in bread, bagel (plain or

 toasted), deli wrap or baked baguette
Traditional & speciality coffee & tea.

Open: Mon - Friday 8.00am - 4.00pm
Sat - 9.30am - 2.30pm
Sun - 10.00am - 1.30pm

We can deliver hot & cold orders within Bishop Auckland. 
Orders of any size can be collected from the shop.

Please call in, you won’t be disappointed

Eat in 
or takeaway

Free  Trial  Driving Lesson
With a Local Driving School

Stephen  Dunn
Discounts on First Five Lessons
Discounts for Block Bookings

Intensive Courses
Semi-Intensive Courses

Terms and conditions apply

Tel: 01388 604628
Mobile: 07976363776

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, small 
enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

Toronto Community 
Association will be holding a 
Children’s Christmas Party on 
Sunday, December 20th. The 
event will take place in the 

TORONTO  CHRISTMAS  PARTY

Budding cricketer Rachelle Colley 
with Darren Brown from DCB.

Bishop Auckland 
College Sports 
Level 2 student, 
Rachelle Colley 
16, from Chilton 
has been given 
the opportunity 
to try out for 
Durham Cricket 
Board (DCB) 
under 17 female 
squad. 
Rachelle was 
spotted by Darren 
Brown, Cricket 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Officer for 
DCB when he 
came into the 
College to coach 
sports students. 
Darren said, "I 
spotted Rachelle 
straight away 
during practice 
sessions, she has 
great eye-hand 
c o o r d i n a t i o n 
which is a vital 
skill in becoming a good 
cricketer. 
Rachelle's ambition is to 
become a football coach 
(which is her passion at the 
moment) but who knows, if 
she does well cricket may be 
her future.
College Sports Lecturer, 
Wayne Collins, said, “We 
have introduced our students 

to a variety of sports this 
academic year in an attempt 
to capture their interest and 
imagination including cricket, 
basketball and netball and 
have other sporting activities 
planned. By offering a 
diverse range of activities 
it has become possible to 
identify talented students just 
like Rachelle.”

COLLEGE  STUDENT  
GIVEN  CHANCE  TO  
PLAY  FOR  DURHAMDominic Grieve MP, the 

Conservative Shadow 
Secretary of State for Justice 
visited Bishop Auckland last 
week. He attended a meeting 
of volunteers and voluntary 
sector organisations including 
representatives of the Teesdale 
Farm Watch at the Four Clocks 
Centre in Bishop Auckland 
where they discussed justice 
related issues.
Later he went on to Darlington 

where he met with Senior 
probation officials and the 
Darlington Parliamentary 
Candidate Edward Leggard.  
He also saw some community 
payback projects which were 
cutting back overgrown 
vegetation, litter picking and 
removing graffiti and visited 
a community organisation 
supporting offenders on unpaid 
work.
Barbara Harrison the 

Conservative Parliamentary 
candidate for Bishop Auckland 
accompanied Dominic Grieve 
on this visit, she said
“It was really good to see 
a shadow secretary of state 
like Dominic Grieve in 
Bishop Auckland, he clearly 
understands issues relevant to 
our area and this demonstrates 
constituencies like Bishop 
Auckland are important to 
senior Conservatives.”

Conservative  Shadow 
Minister  visits  Bishop

The Castle Players are 
presenting an evening of 
festive entertainment and a 
traditional Christmas Fayre at 
the Town Hall. 
The Christmas Cheer event 

will be jam-packed with early 
festive treats with Dickens, 
drama and readings all chosen 
to fill guests with Christmas 
cheer.
Christmas Cheer will begin at 

7.30pm on Sunday, December 
13th. 
Tickets are priced £5.00, 
£4.00 concession. For further 
information call Box Office on 
01388 602610.

CHRISTMAS  CHEER  EVENT

Bishop’s Sure Start Centres 
are holding three Santa Days 
this month. 
Parents can take the chance to 
relax while their children visit 
Santa Claus and receive a gift.
The events will be held at: 
- Taylor Road Outreach 
   Centre, Monday December 
  14th, 9.00am to 11.30am, tel: 

   01388 459130.
- St Helen Auckland 
  Children’s Centre, Thursday, 
  December 17th, 9.30am to 
  12  noon, tel: 01388 665665.
- Woodhouse Close Children’s 
  Centre, Friday December 
  18th, 1.00pm - 3.30pm, tel: 
  01388 743030. 
An event organiser 

commented, “If your child 
is under five years and you 
live in the Bishop Auckland 
area, then come along to one 
of the events at the Sure Start 
Children’s Centres listed.
“Please contact the appropriate 
Children’s Centre to book and 
ensure your child is registered 
for their gift.”

SANTA  DAYS  AT  SURE  START

Community Centre on Jubilee 
Street between 3.00pm and 
5.00pm. Admission costs just 
£2 per child, and there will be 
refreshments, party games and 

a visit from Santa.
“Come along and join in the 
fun, everyone will be most 
welcome,” commented an 
organiser of the festive event.
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CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

J & B Motors Tyres ‘n’ Tests
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com
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minster plastics
roofing contractors
uPVC, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering.

Slating, Tiling, Pointing and Flat Roof Work

Site Mobile: 0777 598 6592
FREE ESTIMATES

Insurance work undertaken

Tel:(01388) 450527
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Premier  
Plastering

Plastering to perfection

Call Martin on

07773 180 007

BISHOPS  CONTINUE
WINNING  WAYS

Bishop Auckland took on 
Esh Winning in the league on 
Saturday, December 5th.
The game started in explosive 
fashion when an Esh player, 
Lamb, thundered into a 
dangerous tackle on Bishop’s 
Joe Grant and was lucky to 
only be shown yellow.
Bishop took the lead with 14 
minutes gone. Salvin played 
in a wonderful cross from the 
left, which Strong headed in 
powerfully at the back post.
With five minutes of the first 
half remaining, Bishop thought 
they had a penalty when 
the referee blew for a hand 
ball. However, the referee’s 
assistant indicated that the ball 
had gone out of play before 
the hand ball and a corner was 
given. At half time the score 
remained 1-0 to Bishop.
Chances fell to both sides 
before, on 63 minutes, Tyrone 
Masters was hacked from 
behind. Masters tried to stay 
on his feet but the stumble 
allowed Esh to gather the 

A  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE
Bathroom design & installation, 
Tiling & plastic cladding, Leaks, 

Burst pipes, Overflows, 
Blocked drains, Unvented hot 

water, Radiators, 
Heating systems flushed

All aspects of plumbing
Free estimates    

All work guaranteed

07813099096
01388 779333

Email: a.mcneal@btinternet.com

McNeal  Plumbing
24 Hour Call-Out

Cheap
Light 
Removals

Contact the man 
with the van

07799615959

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 

Installations, Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

Bishop Auckland Rugby Under 
16’s battled back to earn a well 
deserved 14-14 draw away at 
Lanchester recently.
With Lanchester starting 
stronger, Bishop were on 
the back foot and having to 
defend. Lanchester’s pressure 
was eventually rewarded when 

St Helen Auckland Carpet 
Bowls Club will meet at 
St. Peter’s Church Hall on 
Princes Street. The meetings 
are scheduled to take place on 

Fridays between 2.00pm and 
4.00pm. Entry costs £1.50, 
including refreshments. For 
more details, contact David on 
01388 777487 or call in.

carpet  bowls  
meeting

St Mary’s Under 13 Angels 
played away at East Durham 
recently, and in the first five 
minutes of the game, East 
Durham took a 1-0 lead. 
The goal seemed to shock 
the Angels into life and when 
the whistle blew for half 
time they were winning 4-1. 
An impressive second half 
saw another 6 goals from the 
Angels, and a dubious free 
kick for East Durham made 
the final score 10-2. 
There were five great goals 
for Anna Colwell, a hat trick 
for Amber Hemming, Chelsea 
Nicholson hit the back of the 
net and there was a great goal 
for Briony Littlefair, who ran 
the length of the pitch to put 
hers in the away goal. Player-
of-the-Match went to Laurie-
Anne Wood. 
St. Mary’s Angels Under 
11’s remain top of the league 
after earning 2 more wins.  

ST  MARY’S’  SEASON  CONTINUES
The first game was against 
Washington.  Goals from 
Player-of-the-Match Emily 
Eggett (2), Sophie Wood (2) 
and Emily Scarr made it 5-0 
to the Angels.   
St. Mary’s Under 14’s 
managed to work hard for 
a well-deserved 3-0 victory 
against Brinkburn FC, their 
5th consecutive league win. 
A hat-trick from leading 
scorer James Lupton was 
enough to give the Saints all 
three points. Liam Mather 
received Man-of-the-Match 
from his left wing position.
The Under 12's  game took 
place in appalling conditions 
and the teams were soaked 
before the game kicked off. 
Saints took the lead early 
in the first half with a great 
effort from Smith that flew 
past the ‘keeper. Just before 
half time, Stockton were back 
on level terms, but Saints 

took a deserved lead midway 
through the second half. 
The game then turned on a 
controversial decision. Saints 
‘keeper Raisbeck claimed the 
ball from a cross only for the 
Stockton forward to kick it 
out of his hands and then into 
the net. Despite protests from 
Saints the goal was allowed 
to stand and Stockton were 
back on level terms again. 
Saints heads dropped, and 
within two minutes Stockton 
got a third and a mistake led 
to the fourth. Saints could 
not get back on level terms. 
Man-of-the-Match went to 
Metcalfe.
The Under 10’s put in a great 
team performance winning 
1-0 against 21st Allstars. Josh 
Oyston scored the only goal 
of the game. Man-of-the-
Match Bailey Prudhoe was 
unlucky, hitting the crossbar 
and having a shot saved. 

under  16’s  battle  back  
to  earn  draw

they scored their opening try, 
which was converted. 
Lanchester extended their lead 
to 14-0 early in the second 
half. Bishops’ were back in the 
game when from a lineout won 
by Knight, the forwards set up 
a ruck. Clarey picked up the 
ball and set off on a powerful 

run to the line and scored his 
team’s opening try. Griffiths 
converted the extra points. With 
Bishop pushing forward, Sam 
Bolton made a strong, elusive 
run through the home defence 
to score an excellent solo try. 
Griffiths levelled the match 
14-14 with the conversion for a 
well deserved draw.

ball and clear, what could and 
should have been a penalty 
was not given.
With ten minutes left to play, 
an Esh substitute headed 
home, unchallenged, from 6 
yards out. The seconds ticked 
away with neither side able to 
break the deadlock, then, with 
90 minutes played, Emson’s 
low, driven corner was flicked 
on by Salvin. His glancing 
header deflected off a defender.
After a goal-line scramble it 
was Lawson who eventually 
blasted the ball home from 
close range.
The game ended in farcical 
fashion when Esh substitute 
Gibson showed outstanding 
petulance.  He picked up the 
corner flag and threw it like 
a javelin towards the entrance 
to the ground. The childish 
display, and the subsequent 
sending off by the referee, was 
greeted by laughter and ironic 
cheers and applause.
Bishop Auckland 2- 1 Esh 
Winning.

Tel: 01325 256 080
Fax: 01325 365 959


