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Holdforth Interiors

Tel: 01388 664777
Fax: 01388 665982
Soft  Furnishings, 

Curtains,  Alterations 
(both  clothing  &  soft 

furnishings)

Free Estimates
No job too small

Competitive Rates

Holdforth Crest, B.A.

Cabinet to decide on  
future  of  EAST  GREEN

Councillors this week 
guaranteed that a consultation 
into the future of local authority 
care home, East Green in West 
Auckland, would be fair and 
thorough.
At a meeting of Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet, 
members agreed to seek the 
views of residents, carers and 
staff on the proposed closure of 
the council-owned residential 
home.
The home is just one of several 
in the area who’s future is in 
the balance, with care homes 
in Shildon and Ferryhill also 
under threat of closure or 
major changes.
The consultation will run 
from Monday, February 1st, 
to Friday, April 30th, and 
the council will now begin 
the process of setting up a 
dedicated phone line and email 
address.
Everyone affected by any 
changes to provision will be 
invited to give their views 
and all feedback will be taken 
into consideration before any 
decision is made, say cabinet 
members.

Two schools in Bishop 
Auckland are celebrating after 
being named as among the best 
in the country for improving 
pupils’ levels of achievement.
The figures on secondary 
school performance at GCSE 
were published last week by 
the government.
Half of Durham County 
Council’s 36 secondary 
schools are in the top 10 per 
cent of schools nationally 
for their value added scores, 
which measure the progress 
pupils make from starting 
secondary school, aged 11, to 
the time they sit their GCSEs, 
aged 16.
And seven of those schools, 
which included King James I 
Community Arts College and 
Bishop Barrington School, 
were among the top 100 
nationally for their value 
added scores, showing that 
pupils there made some of the 
highest and fastest levels of 
progress in the country. 
Overall, Durham County 
Council has seen dramatic 
increases in the percentage of 
pupils achieving five or more 

schools  ARE 
moving on  up

GCSE qualifications at grades 
C or above.
The improvement in the 
average point score shows 
that more pupils in Bishop 
Auckland are achieving more 
qualifications.
Councillor Claire Vasey, 
Cabinet Member for Children 
and Young People’s Services at 
Durham County Council, said, 
“I am absolutely delighted 
with these results, which show 
that pupils, schools and the 
county council are successfully 
and relentlessly driving up 
standards in educational 
attainment.
“This type of improvement is 
not easily achieved. It is the 
result of a great deal of hard 
work and commitment from 
everyone involved – from 
the pupils themselves, their 
families, teachers, school 
governors and the staff who 
work to support schools.
“I am very proud of their 
achievements and delighted 
that more and more young 
people are getting the 
qualifications they need to 
realise their ambitions.”

East Green Care home could close following 
consultation events.

Councillor Morris Nicholls, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Adult 
Services, said, “During a 
12-week period we will not 
only be seeking the views of 
those currently living in local 
authority homes, but also their 
carers, family members, staff 
and other relevant individuals 
and organisations.
“Once the process is complete, 
we will then take some time 

to collate and consider the 
feedback we receive so that 
we can make a fully-informed 
decision on the future of the 
services we provide.
“We are concerned that there 
has been some speculation 
that closures are inevitable and 
that the consultation will not 
be as full, fair, thorough and 
comprehensive as it should 
be. I would, therefore, like to 
stress that we are genuinely 
seeking people’s views and 
that we will be taking those 
views into consideration 
when making any decision on 
the course of action to take.”
Rachael Shimmin, Durham 
County Council’s Corporate 
Director of Adults, Wellbeing 
and Health, said, “We are 
very much aware that this is 
an extremely emotive issue 
and one on which many 
people will want to give their 
views. “We would like to 
assure people that they will 
have a fair opportunity to get 
involved in the consultation 
and that their opinion will 
count.”
Councilor Nicholls went on 
to say that, “An increasing 
number of older people are 
now choosing to remain in 
their own homes rather than 
move into residential care. 
This is reflected in a significant 
decrease in demand for 
residential places, with some 
local authority-run homes in 
the county operating at around 
50 per cent occupancy.”
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Call Liam
Office  01388  815506

Mob 07999818091

For all gas and 
plumbing services. 
No job too small.

Family run business
Gas safe 226180

Free Quotes

MASONRY  TECH
Building - Property 

MaintEnAnce

 All building work, 
including: plastering, 

paving, joinery.
Also, Drawing Service 

for Planning Permission

Tel: 07855 861 449

GUTTERS  CLEARED
UPVC Soffits, Fascias, 
Gutters & Down Pipes

Cleared, Cleaned, Repaired, 
Replaced or Renewed

Call Ramsey's Joinery on
01388 776012
07919 156221

All aspects of UPVC cladding, 
guttering & joinery work 

undertaken, all at reasonable rates

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering

Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small

Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Co-operative
Funeral Care
We’ll be there with a caring,

sympathetic service 24-hours a day.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.
Full Memorial Service available.

Free Estimates on request.
Fylands House, Tindale Crescent, 

Bishop Auckland.
(01388) 603525

When you need us, we’ll be there.

Property

Wanted!
2 or 3 Bedroomed house in Bishop 

Auckland & surrounding areas.
Please Call Mark on

07786 334442

CLOTHES  THEFT  ACCUSED  TO  
FACE  CROWN  COURT

Mr Peter Matthews, of John 
Terrace, Coronation, is to face 
a Crown Court Trial, after 
being accused of stealing £461 

worth of clothes from a Bishop 
Auckland store.
Matthews is said to have taken 
the clothes from Internationale 

on August 16th last year.
Bishop Auckland Magistrates 
granted him bail unil Friday, 
January 29th.

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service

New Roofs - Flat Roofs - 
Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC & Flat Roofing 
Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

S.E. LANDSCAPING 
AND GARDEN SERVICES

Tel: 01388 772704
or  07816 940170

Turfing, Fencing, Garden 
Walls, Patios, Decking, 

Pruning, Weed killing, Tree 
Felling, Grass Cutting Service 
from £5.00. Free Estimates. 

General Garden Maintenance 
from £15 hr Commercial and 

Private works welcome

The future of Auckland Castle 
is in dispute, after some Church 
officials have said the bishop’s 
palace should be sold.
One such dignitary is the 
former Bishop for Urban Life 
and Faith, the Rt  Rev Stephen 
Lowe, who believes that the 
castle is a prime asset which 
should be disposed of in order 
to provide greater pastoral care 
for people living in cities.
He wrote in a recent book, “If 
the Church spends excessively 

on bishops and their houses 
there is going to be less in the 
way of cross-subsidisation 
and selective allocations to 
the dioceses, and thus the 
money demanded from poorer 
parishes will be greater.”
The reverend is one of many 
of the opinion that it is not 
appropriate for the modern 
Church to keep  such properties, 
and it should be sold for an 
estimated £2 million.
The Bishop of Durham, 

however, opposes the proposal, 
and is insistent that he and his 
successors should continue 
to occupy the six-bedroom 
apartment in the 90-roomed 
12th century palace.
It has been suggested that the 
castle could be turned into a 
hotel, apartments or museum, 
although there are concerns 
that buyers may be in short 
supply because of grade 1 
listed status and the presence 
of tombs and a chapel.

CASTLE’S  FUTURE  HANGS  
IN  THE  BALANCE

The Church is looking to sell the 12th century palace.

Bishop Auckland Town 
Council is inviting youth 
groups in the town to enter 
a competition whereby they 
could be given a grant of up to 
£3,000.
The competition is open to 
established youth groups 
working within Bishop 
Auckland Town Council area, 
and new groups intending to 
establish themselves with a 
youth project in mind.
Organisations are invited to 
apply for a sum of money up to 
£3,000 to fund a project which 
will enhance the experience/
skills/creativity/ enjoyment of 
the young people involved, and 
will create a lasting benefit.
Up to three awards will be 
given annually at an Awards 
Ceremony in May, and one of 
the conditions will be that the 
winning groups keep a record 
of their projects in order to 

give presentations about their 
progress the following year. 
The public will be invited to 
these awards.
In order to qualify for a grant, 
a project will have to be 
submitted by two adults from 
an established organisation 
for young people of any age 
between five and twenty.
Applications will have to be 
fully costed.
Each application will be given 
equal treatment, whatever the 
sum applied for, and each will 
be assessed anonymously.
Applications forms are 
available from the Town 
Clerk’s Office at The Four 
Clocks Centre, by calling 
01388 609852 or by email at 
batc@btconnect.com and from 
the Town Hall.  
They should be returned to 
the Town Clerk’s Office by 
Monday, March 22nd.

YOUTH  GRANT  
COMPETITION

Cheap Light  
Removals

07799615959

Do you have leaflets 
for your business?

Then The Bishop Press will do your 
leaflet drop for you to around 

9,000 homes.
Call 

01388 775896  
0790 9992731 

for details.
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Free  Trial  Driving Lesson
With a Local Driving School

Stephen  Dunn
Discounts on First Five Lessons
Discounts for Block Bookings

Intensive Courses
Semi-Intensive Courses

Terms and conditions apply

Tel: 01388 604628
Mobile: 07976363776

Final  demolition  of  old 
College  buildings  begin

The final demolition of the 
old Bishop Auckland College 
buildings, built in 1958 on 
Woodhouse Lane, has begun. 
Contractors have moved onto 
the site to pull down and clear 
the last block standing, which 
was the original Technology 
area that housed the science 
laboratories, drawing offices, 
woodwork, brick, electrical 
and motor vehicle workshops.  
When the site has been cleared 
the area will be landscaped and 
used for further car parking. 
The new College on Woodhouse 
Lane has been built in 2 stages. 
The first phase was opened by 
the Princess Royal in January, 
2008, while the second phase 
was opened for students in 
September 2009. 
A third phase of the College’s 
new build programme, a brand 
new Skills & Employment 
Centre, opened in November 
2009. 
In total over £40m has been 
invested.
Principal Joanna Tait, (who is 
retiring from her post in March 
this year) said, “After three 

The final stage of demolition at the college.

years we are now coming to 
end of an ambitious and much-
needed new build. 
“It is with great pride that 
throughout the period we have 
maintained our services and 

commitment to our students.  
We are now in the process of 
organising the official opening 
of phases two and three, which 
everyone is looking forward 
to.”

A Stars in Their Eyes Charity 
Night is to be held in The 
Belvedere WMC on Friday, 
January 29th. 
The show will feature 24 
individual performers and acts 
aged 9 to 60 years-old. 
Each act will perform songs 
and dances across a two hour 
show, and there will be a guest 
appearance by the local trio 
The Northern Boyz. 

Stars  in  Their  Eyes 
Charity  Night

Are you interested in 
researching your family tree 
and need some guidance on 
how to get started? 
Then why not drop into the 
Library in Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Thursday, 

Who  do  you  think  you  are? 
January 28th, between 
10.00am and 12noon, or 
2.00pm to 4.00pm, when staff 
will be available to offer help 
and point you in the right 
direction, guide you through 
the basics and show you on-

MP for Bishop Auckland, 
Helen Goodman, is to hold 
two advice surgeries in the 
coming weeks.
The first is scheduled to take 
place on Friday, February 5th, 

from 5.00pm to 5.30pm at 
Cockfield WMC.
The second will take place at 
Shildon People’s Centre in 
Main Street, from 5.00pm to 
5.30pm on Friday, March 5th.

ADVICE  SURGERIES

Anthony Jacques, currently 
of Railway Street, Bishop 
Auckland, pleaded not guilty 
to two charges of assault 
when he appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently. 
The 30 year-old is accused 
of assault by beating and of 
occasioning actual bodily 
harm on a woman in Bishop 
Auckland on November 27th. 
It is alleged that after a 
disagreement with his partner, 
Jacques had grabbed her by 
the arm, banged her head 
against a brick wall and bitten 

ASSAULTS DENIED
her finger. The defendant 
denied the facts of the case 
and his solicitor claimed that 
there was also an element of 
self defence in the matters. 
Jacques pleaded guilty to a 
further charge of criminal 
damage arising out of the 
same incident. 
He will return to the court on 
April 14th and was released 
on bail, conditions of which 
include him residing at his 
bail address, not entering 
Woodhouse Close Estate and 
not contacting the alleged 
victim.

line facilities available.   
No appointments are 
necessary. 
For further information, call 
Eileen or Hazel at Bishop 
Auckland Library on 01388 
602610.

The night will also include 
Stand Up, Sit Down Bingo and 
a Raffle. The event is being 
held in aid of Great Ormond 
Street Children’s Hospital. 
Doors open at 7.00pm, with 
the show starting at 8.00pm 
and finishing at 11.00pm. 
Admission is £3.00 on the 
door.
For any further details, contact 
Jan on 07801089339.

BUS  SERVICE  CHANGES
From Monday, February 
1st, the schedule for the 4A 
and 4B Bishop Auckland to 
Shildon circular bus services 
will change.
On Monday to Friday the first 
4B service will leave Bishop 
Auckland at 9.30am, the first 
4A will depart at 10.00am.
No 4A or 4B services will run 
between 2.00pm and 3.30pm 
on weekdays during term 

time, however, buses will 
run at this time during school 
holidays. A new bus service 
will run between Bishop 
Auckland and Newcastle’s 
Eldon Square. The X23 Go 
North-East service will depart 
from Bishop Auckland Bus 
Station at 7.10am and, after 
stopping at various towns 
along the way, will arrive 
at Eldon Square at 8.40am. 
The return service will leave 
Newcastle at 5.15pm, calling 
at the same stops before 
arriving back in Bishop 
Auckland at 6.40pm.

A young girl had to be rushed 
to hospital last week, after 
being hit by a car on Durham 
Road.
The incident occurred at 
around 8.45am on Thursday, 
January 14th, when a Vauxhall 
Corsa hit the teenager.

The road was cordoned off for 
an hour and a half, causing 
severe dispruption to traffic.
The girl, along with a female 
passenger, was taken to the 
University Hospital of North 
Durham where they were 
treated for their injuries.

TEENAGER  HIT  
BY  CAR  ON  

DURHAM  ROAD

Arriva 5/5A services will 
change from Sunday, January 
31st. 
On Sundays and Bank 
Holidays Arriva will operate 
a 5 service from Henknowle 
Estate to Durham, the service 
begins at 8.44am and runs 
hourly until 9.44pm. The 
Monday-Saturday services 
will remain unchanged.
The above changes will not 
affect the Go Ahead no. 21 
service, which runs between 
Bishop Auckland and 
Newcastle via Durham.
Timetables are now available.
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Fresh, 
Not Frozen

We provide you with an alternative to a 7 
day frozen meal programme.

We deliver a selection of home-cooked, freshly prepared meals , hot 
& ready to eat,  for only £3.95 per day, including 

free delivery. For a free informal chat/visit call: 
 01388 771434  or  07531969254

Roman Way Tyres & Exhaust

01388 606234

Puncture repairs    Exhausts
Tracking & balancing  

Catalytic Converters   Servicing 
MOT work   Brakes/Welding

TRY US NOW AND SEE OUR 
COMPETITIVE PRICES!!

PART  USED  TYRES  FROM  £8  FITTED
Romanway Industrial Estate, Bishop Auckland

Valley
Wrought

Iron
High Quality Gates 

- Garden Fences - Wall Railings
- Free Estimates &

Advice on any project
- Experienced Tradesmen 

- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, small 
enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

MILNERS

Telephone

776150

WINDOW CLEANERS
All  areas covered

Patios, Conservatories,
& Gutters also cleaned.

Self employed?
or do you run a small limited 

company?
I offer a complete Bookkeeping and 

Accountancy service dealing with all aspects of 
VAT, PAYE, Income Tax and Corporation Tax

all from  only
Haven’t you better things to do with your time

than struggle with the books?

Call Carl on 01388 774774

£4.00

cm
 Interiors

- Professional & 
   reliable service
- Kitchens
- Bedrooms
- Tiling
- Doors
- Supplied and fitted
- No obligation quote

Call Chris on 
07870729479

B.A.  Plumbing  
Services

24hr Call out - No call out charge
No job too small

Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Radiators replaced

All work guaranteed.
Call Brian 

01325 320798 
07903834523

RAMSEY'S
Joinery & Property

Maintenance

01388 776012
07919 156221

All aspects of Joinery 
undertaken

From Shelves to 
Renovations, Gates, Fencing, 

Decking, Doors etc
Kitchens & Bedrooms Fitted

ANIMAL  SANCTUARY  
FUNDRAISER

Kayshill Animal Sanctuary, 
at Bildershaw, is holding a 
charity night at Middlestone 
Moor W.M.C on Rock Road, 
Spennymoor on Saturday, 
February 13th, from 8.00pm.  
The evening will feature 
a performer, who will be   

singing lots of songs from the 
60’s. 
Tickets to the event cost £6, 
and there will be a free light 
buffet as well as a raffle and 
quiz.  For more information or 
tickets, contact organisers on  
07817880770.

Samantha Pascoe, Andrew Lawson, Adam Millward, Julie Tyrie and Veronica Spoors.

JOIN  THE  SPONSORED  
CALORIE  BURN

A community gym in Tindale 
is celebrating the New Year by 
inviting members, old and new, 
to join in with a fundraising 
get-fit exercise. 
Fit and Healthy Gym at the 
Aucklandgate Centre, Tindale 
Crescent, is ran by members of 
the community for the benefit 
of the local people; after 
consultation with residents 
in the area, goals are set and 
trained volunteers do their 
best to meet the community’s 
stated needs.
The gym is self-funding, its 
chairperson, Samantha Pascoe 
said, “All our income is 
generated by ourselves through 
fund raising, sponsorship, 
grants and through our 
members themselves.”
It is with fundraising in mind 
that the gym has come up with 
its latest initiative; a sponsored 
calorie burn. Members will ask 
friends, family and colleagues 
to sponsor their attempts to 
burn off 5,000 calories between 

the beginning of February and 
the end of March.
Samantha said that people 
should not be put off by the 
perceived scale of the task, as a 
‘little by little’ approach would 
reap great rewards. Speaking 
of the challenge, she said, 
“This is very achievable, as 
the rowing machine, treadmill 
and bike will show calories 
burnt, and the easyline toning 
equipment used for 20 minutes 
burns 140 calories.”
Sam said that new members 
and volunteers of all abilities 
would be welcomed with 
open arms. She said, “This is 
a place where people can feel 
comfortable with themselves.
“All the volunteers make 
people feel very welcome, 
very comfortable. In this 
environment there is no 
competition about who looks 
best.”
The gym has been running 
for two years and is part of 
the legacy of the Wellness on 

Wheels program. Julie Tyrie, 
an employee of Durham 
County Council who works 
with the gym, said that the 
gym did it’s best to offer, 
“Affordable, low-cost exercise 
on peoples’ doorsteps.”
Veronica Spoors, a member, 
spoke of her positive 
experiences of the gym. She 
said that exercising there was a 
good way to meet new people 
and added, “It is a good way to 
socialise with people.”
All money raised by the 
scheme will be re-invested 
into the gym, to buy new 
equipment for the use of the 
local community.
The gym is currently open 
Monday to Thursday between 
9.30am - 10.30am and 6.00pm-
8.00pm, although the gym is 
looking for volunteers who 
can help expand the service.
If you would like to become 
a member or volunteer at the 
gym, call Samantha Pascoe on 
01388 603780.

Tell The Bishop Press 
your stories at 
bishoppress

@yahoo.co.uk
It is completely free 

to include stories
 in this free, 

fortnightly paper

Adam James Ridley of Edgar 
Grove, Bishop Auckland faces 
four charges relating to road 
traffic offences in Dent Street, 
Shildon, on November 28th. 
The 23 year-old is accused 
of taking a vehicle without 

DUE  IN  COURT
the owner’s consent, driving 
whilst disqualified, driving 
without insurance and failing 
to provide a specimen of 
blood for laboratory testing 
in the course of investigating 
matters.     
Bondgate  Hand  

Car  Wash  &  
Valeting Centre

(Former Belton Tyres)
Bishop Auckland

Hand car wash 
from £3.50

Part/Full Valets available
(Booked by Appointment)

Tel: 07906 785 235

P.S.  PAINTING
All aspects of interior 

& exterior painting 
undertaken

Free Quotes

No Job Too Small

Contact Paul on
07766  884  887
01388  775  491
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Part exchange† 
available.

Prices and availability correct at time of going to print. Photography represents a typical Miller Homes’ exterior and interior. HIPs on part exchange properties only at point of confirmation.
*All offers are plot specific and subject to Miller Homes’ terms and conditions. †Part exchange subject to status.
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HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Bishop Auckland 
Chiropractic Clinic

27 Cockton Hill Road, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS
Tel: 01388 451349
Do you suffer with:

•HEADACHES•TRAPPED NERVES•NECK PAIN•BACK 
PAIN•SCIATICA•PINS & NEEDLES•TENSION

Contact: Dr. Luc Presseau BA DC (Chiropractor)

HALF  PRICE  CONSULTATION 
WITH  THIS  ADVERT!  

HARRIS  JOINERY  
&  HANDYMAN  SERVICES
All aspects of joinery

Windows & doors fitted
Loft / garage conversions

Repairs as well as 
replacements

All work undertaken
No job too small

Call for a free quote on
01388  603586
07917446305

MOT’s,  Servicing, 
Repairs & Parts

Fully stocked shop now open 
above the garage

Givi, Oxford, Scott Leathers, 
Lazer, Bikeit etc

Open 7 Days a week
Holdforth Crest, 

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6DU
Tel: 01388   664777

Holdforth Motorcycle
Accessories & Parts

The Bishop Press, January 23rd, 2010.

Boilers & Fire installations
Repairs & Servicing 

Powerflushing
Government grants available

Boiler scrappage scheme advice

Tel: Gary 07795096149
                  01388 459725

GD   HEATING   
& PLUMBING

Gas Safe & Corgi Registered
Call for a free quote

COCKTON  HILL  WMC
No Cover Charge

Bingo  Saturday + Added Snowball

Sat 23rd Jan
John  Rattigan

Mon 25th Jan
Chyrelle Addams

Sat 30th Jan
Paul Tracey

Mon 1st Feb
Jeff Wright
(Puppet-Man)

No-one will
know it’s fake!

Kirsty’s Mobile 
Spray Tanning 

Specialist

fabtans.com
Spray tans give you an instant 
natural tan and avoid skin 
damage and risks associated 
with UV rays and sunbeds.

www.fabtans.com/kirsty

Tel: 079200 91808

S JARDINE 
ROOFING

SLATE,  TILE  AND  
FELT  ROOFING,

LEAD WORK,  GUTTERING, 
REPOINTING,  VELUX LIGHTS, 

REPAIR WORK.
Time-served Tradesman

Tel/Fax 01388 601757
Mob: 07780 736120

14 years experience
www: sjardineroofing.com

JO-Anne’s
Beauty @ HairHaus

Cockton Hill Road, Bishop Auckland
Tel: 01388 600024
January Offers

- 1 hour bliss £20.00
- St Tropez spray tan & 
Acrylic Nail Extensions 

£25.00
3 for 2 on all Beauty 

Treatments
********

ABTEC 
PLUMBING

01388 776665

Ring Neil on 
07919 215 959

COMBI boilers, Radiators, 
Gas Fires & Gas Cookers
Showers, Taps, Toilets 

& Sinks.
Bathrooms and Kitchens

Landlords safety 
inspections

Emergency call-out
No Job too small

All electrical work 
undertaken NIC EIC 
Approved Contractor

Tiling Service 
Available

& ElectriciansA  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE
Bathroom design & installation, 
Tiling & plastic cladding, Leaks, 

Burst pipes, Overflows, 
Blocked drains, Unvented hot 

water, Radiators, 
Heating systems flushed

All aspects of plumbing
Free estimates    

All work guaranteed

07813099096
01388 779333

Email: a.mcneal@btinternet.com

McNeal  Plumbing
24 Hour Call-Out

Ring Neil on 

Specialists in House 
Rewires & Safety 

Inspection 

01388 776665
07919 215 959

Special OAP Rates

Showers, Fridges, Freezer & 
Electrical Cooker Repairs

ABTEC 
Electricians

&  Plumbing

Letters to 
the Editor

This correspondent writes regarding dog fouling in the 
Etherley Dene area of Bishop Auckland.....

Dear Editor,
A host of residents have been 
complaining and reporting the 
amount of dog fouling in the 
Etherley Dene area of Bishop 
Auckland to Durham County 
Council.
Excessive dog fouling has 
been reported, especially on 
the footpaths leading from the 
playing fields behind Campion 
Drive, leading to Escombe 
Junior School, which is used 
daily by local residents and 
children.
Residents have also been 
reporting dog fouling on the 

children’s playing field, 
and also on the footpaths in 
Clover Drive and Snowdrop 
Way.
Durham County Council have 
been informed and assured 
that the local wardens would 
be monitoring the situation 
and, if found  to be necesarry, 
to put more signs up to remind 
those people responsible that 
they should pick up their own 
dog foul and place it in the 
dog bins provided.
A concerned resident.

Name and address witheld 
on request.

Send your letters, on any subject, to 3 - 4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town 
Council Building, Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. Alternatively, 
email bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk, or leave it t the Town Hall or Woodhouse 
Close Library. Please include your full name, address and contact details, 
and state if you would like to remain anonymous.

BISHOP  AUCKLAND  HERO  
BROUGHT  HOME

A soldier was this week 
repatriated to Bishop 
Auckland after he was killed 
in a bomb blast last Friday.
Thirty year-old father of two, 
Corporal Lee Brownson was 
killed in a blast near Sangin 
in the infamous Helmand 
province; the blast also 
claimed the lives of two of 
Cpl Brownson’s comrades.
The tragedy is further 
compounded by the fact 
Cpl Brownson’s widow 
is currently expecting the 
couple’s third child.
Family and friends paid 
glowing tributes to Cpl 
Brownson, painting the 
picture of a loving man 
who put the well-being of 
others before himself. A 
Facebook page dedicated to 
Cpl Brownson has received 
thousands of messages of 
condolence. 
Mrs Brownson has 
encouraged people to show 
support for troops deployed 
in Afghanistan by donating 

Cpl Lee Brownson was sadly killed in Helmand 
Province in Afghanistan.

towards an online appeal that 
was organised by 3 Rifles.
To make a donation visit www.
swiftandbold.org.

All the staff at The Bishop Press 
send our deepest condolences 
to Cpl Brownson’s family and 
friends.

A 26 year-old man who was 
convicted of the manslaughter 
of Bishop Auckland man, 
Stephen Wilson, has been 

sentenced to seven years in 
prison. Maurice Rowell, of 
Hardisty Crescent, denied the 
charge but was found guilty of 

SEVEN  YEARS  FOR  FATAL
BEEHIVE  ATTACK

attacking Mr Wilson, also of 
Hardisty Crescent, outside of 
The Beehive pub in August of 
last year.

Crime  wave  hits 
local  libraries

During the month of February 
there will be many crime related 
incidents in the libraries in the 
west of the County, including 
Bishop Auckland.  
But don't worry, the 
perpetrators have all been 
welcomed in - published crime 
authors, all experts in their 
chosen field.
On Wednesday, February 17th 

at 7.30pm, a Murder Mystery 
‘Dance of Death’ event will 
take place at Bishop Auckland 
Library, ran by author, Roz 
Southey.
Places are limited and 
admission for each event costs 
£1.00. For more information 
on this event and those at other 
local libraries, call Bishop on 
01388 602610.
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Take advantage 
of our great Part
Exchange Scheme!

VISIT: Sales Office open Friday -Monday 11.00am - 5.30pm, with a 
late evening Thursday until 8.00pm (closed Tuesday and Wednesday)

www.bellway.co.uk CALL: 01388 664 556

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer available on selected plots only. Prices correct at print date. Specification on site may differ.

Full Value Part Exchange
• No estate agent fees to pay 
• No HIP payment
• A guaranteed price for your old home

Part Exchange to a beautiful 
4 bedroom detached home at 

Riverdale, Bishop Auckland.
from as little as £225,000
Also available last remaining 
2 bedroom apartment £82,500
on Bellway Opening Doors Scheme.

onlyI
could sell
myhouse.
You can
now.

With Bellway part exchange we’ll buy 
your home for its full market value.

53007 C GW NE Riverdale wc18.1 Bishop 297x210c  20/1/10  10:49  Page 1
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CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

J & B Motors Tyres ‘n’ Tests
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com

Page 8

minster plastics
roofing contractors
uPVC, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering.

Slating, Tiling, Pointing and Flat Roof Work

Site Mobile: 0777 598 6592
FREE ESTIMATES

Insurance work undertaken

Tel:(01388) 450527

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 

Installations, Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

The Bishop Press, January 23rd, 2010.

Garden  CutzGarden  Cutz
Full range of 

professional garden care 
& external services.
All work & services 

Fully Insured.
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice please 
call STEVE on
01388 812886

or 07967 431821

Learn to Drive with
Barry’s

School of Motoring.
- DSA Approved Driving Instructor.
- Theory training & pass plus.
- Intensives courses available.
- Discounts for block bookings.
- Patient and friendly instructor.

 Tel: 07766445423

HOUSES  TO  LET
from £70 pw in 
Shildon, Bishop 
Auckland and 

Newton Aycliffe.
Please contact Angela 

on 07795652193 
or Gordon on 
07795652191

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations 
and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

Bishop Auckland FC played 
their first game in five weeks 
against South Shields, the 
side who hammered them 8-1 
earlier in the season.
Bishops were hoping to put 
on a much better display this 
time around, and the return 
of Wayne Gredziak and Amar 
Purewal after a broken leg and 
foot, respectively, was a major 
boost.
Two minutes into the game, 
the Bishops made a nightmare 
start with Ord failing to clear 
a ball to the corner of the box.  
The ball was lifted in over 
Jeffries head and Stephen 
Ramsey headed the ball in 
from close to the line.
After the early goal the game 
went quiet for about 20 minutes 
until Bishops made a crucial 
breakthrough, equalising on 
20 minutes.  Emson turned 
and shot and Shields ‘keeper 
Nicki Lawson could only 
parry the ball into the path of 
Wayne Gredziak who made no 
mistake with the rebound.
There were chances at either 
end as the half wore on, but 
neither side capitalised and the 
score remained 1-1 when the 

whistle blew for half time.
Bishops started the second 
half brightly and the first big 
incident came on 49 minutes 
when Emson curled a cross 
just over the leaping Gredziak.  
The ball ended up with Shields 
captain Graham past the far 
post and he controlled the 
ball with his hand before 
hacking it to safety. Although 
Bishop were adamant they 
should have been awarded a 
penalty, Referee Traynor was 
unmoved.
Bishops did not have to wait 
long for a goal, and they took 
a 2-1 on 52 minutes.  A right 
wing corner was swung in by 
Emson, Salvin deflected the 
ball with his foot and it looped 
into the top corner of the net.
Bishops continued to 
attack, while Shields looked 
increasingly nervous. Despite 
numerous chances it wasn’t 
until the 61st minute that 
Bishop extended their lead. 
Salvin pushed the ball through 
to Gredziak who pushed the 
ball under the advancing 
Lawson and into the net to 
make it 3-1.
The Shields defence at this 

stage was in tatters, bickering 
with each other and the match 
officials.  Bishops kept the 
pressure on.  
After a couple of minor scares 
in the Bishops defence, it was 
the Two Blues who were once 
again in the ascendancy as the 
chances came thick and fast.
Bishops made sure of the 
victory after 82 minutes. Tyson 
Masters made it 4-1 when 
Emson slid a pass between 
two Shields defenders and the 
striker pushed the ball past the 
‘keeper and just inside the far 
post.
Masters, in his penultimate 
game for the club before he 
departs for his homeland, was 
replaced by Harry Drummond 
with five minutes remaining.
Three minutes before time 
Bishops added a little sparkle 
to the result, Gredziak passed 
to Emson who hit a cross shot 
from 20 yards low into the far 
corner of the net for 5-1.
A superb attacking 
performance in the second half 
with Bishops made amends 
for the November drubbing as 
Bishop helped themselves to 
three more points.

Bishop Auckland FC manager, 
Colin Myers, has organised 
another fundraising evening 
for the club, which will take 
place in the clubhouse at West 
Auckland FC on Saturday, 
January 23rd, starting at 
7.00pm.
The current Bishop Auckland 
squad and management team 
are going to display an array 

of previously hidden talents to 
a panel of distinguished judges 
and the audience.  
Admission is £5.00, which 
includes pie and peas and entry 
to the raffle.
Tickets can be obtained on 
the door. To put your name 
down for a ticket, contact 
John Cowey at coweyhome@
tiscali.co.uk.

BISHOP’S  GOT  
TALENT  (WE  HOPE...)

People in the town can brush 
up on their maths and English 
skills by calling into the local 
library next month.
As part of a national Festival 
of Learning event, 12 
libraries across the county 
are challenging residents to 
take a literacy or numeracy 
mini test.
Skills for Life and IAG 
tutors from Durham County 
Council will be visiting the 

Improve  your  language 
and  maths  skills

libraries during the next 
couple of weeks and inviting 
members of the public to sit 
a mini test.
Anyone who takes the test can 
then register to take a national 
adult literacy or numeracy 
qualification, equivalent to 
a GCSE, and may also be 
offered help to improve their 
basic skills.
Julie West, Interim Lifelong 
learning Manager, said, “This 

is an opportunity for people to 
put their skills to the test and 
gain a nationally-recognised 
qualification.
“Our tutors will also be on 
hand to offer information on 
local courses where they can 
improve their skills.”
Lifelong Learning and 
IAG tutors will be visiting 
Woodhouse Close Library on 
Thursday, February 4th, from 
10.00am to 4.00pm.

TICKETS  UP  
FOR  GRABS

The Bishop Press has a pair 
of tickets up for grabs to see  
Killers tribute ban, the Fillers.
The event will take place at 
Shildon’s Civic Hall on Friday, 
February 5th, and also features 
two support bands.
To win the tickets, worth 

£10 each, simply answer the 
following question; Who is the 
drummer with the Killers?
Email your answers to 
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk, or 
send them by post to 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon, County 
Durham, DL4 1AH.

TAX  OFFICE  
TO  CLOSE

Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) has confirmed that 
the Bishop Auckland Tax 
Office is to close, leaving the 
19 people employed there 
uncertain about their future.
The office is just one of 130 
due to close, after HMRC 
said it would be of benefit to 
customers to close smaller 
offices and bring staff together 
in larger teams. However, 

the Public and Commercial 
Services Union has stated that 
up to 1,700 jobs could be lost 
as a result. 
PCS General Secretary, Mark 
Serwotka, said, “Access to tax 
advice across the UK will be 
damaged by the confirmation 
of these closures, which will 
hit businesses and the public, 
as well as taking jobs out of 
communities in a recession.”

Gary King of Woodhouse 
Close, pleaded not guilty 
to a charge of assault when 
recently he appeared before 
Newton Aycliffe Magistrates. 
The 45 year-old is accused of 
assaulting a woman in Bishop 

NOT  GUILTY  
PLEA  ENTERED

Auckland on 14th November 
,2009. King admits being at 
the scene but denies what is 
alleged. The defendant was 
released on unconditional bail 
and will return to the court on 
April 22nd.

Bishop Auckland  5 
South  Shields  1


