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Holdforth Interiors

Tel: 01388 664777
Fax: 01388 665982
Soft  Furnishings, 

Curtains,  Alterations 
(both  clothing  &  soft 

furnishings)

Free Estimates
No job too small

Competitive Rates

Holdforth Crest, B.A.
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Bishop Auckland will be 
enjoying another food festival 
this year, after funding secured 
the future of what used to be 
known as the Wear Valley 
Food Festival.
The event, now called Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival in the 
Durham Dales, will once again 
be hosted at Auckland Castle.
The event attracted almost 
20,000 people last year, and 
will, again, be free to attend 
this year.
The festival will feature some 
new stallholders, a speaker’s 
corner for businesses to talk 
about their produce and a 
specially-brewed beer.
The event’s future has been 
secured through a combination 

of funding; the food festival 
has received a £13,000 grant 
from the Leader programme 
and £10,000 from Bishop 
Auckland Town Council.
Barbara Laurie, a town 
councillor and chairwoman of 
the Town Centre Forum, said, 
“The food festival is all about 
kneading together all of the 
amazing ingredients that makes 
visiting Bishop Auckland 
and the Durham Dales such a 
special experience.”
The event is due to take place 
on Saturday, April 17th.
For further information, 
visit http://www.
bishopaucklandfoodfestival.
co.uk/ or telephone 01388 
604861.

FUNDING  SECURED  
FOR  FOOD  FESTIVAL

Want to change your eating 
habits or live a healthier 
lifestyle? A new programme 
in West Auckland may be able 
to help. The ‘Weight no More’ 
programme, which is designed 
to encourage anyone who 
wants to change their eating 
habits, while offering advice 
and ideas on how to maintain 

WEIGHT  NO  MORE
a healthier lifestyle. Sessions 
are being held at Oakley Cross 
School, West Auckland, every 
Thursday for 12 weeks from 
9.00am to 11.00am. 
The sessions will run on a 
morning until after half-term, 
when they will then be held on 
the afternoons from 1.00pm to 
3.00pm.  

Hundreds of Bishop 
Auckland residents paid their 
last respects on Wednesday, 
February 2nd, at the funeral 
of a local soldier killed in 
Afghanistan.
Corporal Lee Brownson 
from Henknowle, of 3rd 
Battalion The Rifles, died 
while on patrol near Sangin 
in Helmand last month.
The father of two, whose 
wife Leeanne is expecting 
their third child in the 
summer, was caught in 
the blast of an improvised 
roadside bomb.
People lined the streets 
surrounding St Andrew's 
Church in South Church, 
as the funeral cortege of 
three vehicles and a police 
motorcycle passed.
The church was filled to the 
brim for the service.
Cpl Brownson's coffin was 
decorated with a union 

hundreds  mourn  
fallen  hero

Corporal Lee Borwnson was killed in Afghanistan last month.

white flowers, held a message 
from his wife, Leeanne. It 
said, "You were not just my 
husband, you were my best 
friend and soul mate. I will 
miss you always and love you 

forever.
"Until we meet again, your 
loving wife Leeanne and baby 
bump xxxx."
Lee’s commanding officer, 
Col Ralph Arundell, paid 
tribute to the thirty year-old 
following the service. He 
said, “Lee Brownson was 
one of a kind. He was an 
extremely brave young man, 
cheerful and happy and who 
inspired loyalty from all who 
knew him.
“Despite being a young man 
his courage, bravery and 
compassion were legendary.
“A lot of the younger soldiers 
very much looked up to him 
as a father figure, almost a 
totemic figure who could be 
trusted when things got really 
tough to keep everybody 
going. His loss is keenly felt 
by his brothers in arms.”
After the tearful service, the 
cortege travelled through 
Bishop Auckland where 
hundreds of people lined 
the streets around the town, 
stopping to pay their respects 
as Cpl Brownson made his 
final journey.
Lee was buried at a private 
ceremony at Bishop Auckland 
Cemetery.

flag and ceremonial belt and 
cap, as well as wreaths with 
messages from his daughters 
Ginalee and Morgan, his wife 
and his family.
On a wreath, decorated with 
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Call Liam
Office  01388  815506

Mob 07999818091

For all gas and 
plumbing services. 
No job too small.

Family run business
Gas safe 226180

Free Quotes

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering

Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small

Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Co-operative
Funeral Care
We’ll be there with a caring,

sympathetic service 24-hours a day.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.
Full Memorial Service available.

Free Estimates on request.
Fylands House, Tindale Crescent, 

Bishop Auckland.
(01388) 603525

When you need us, we’ll be there.

Property

Wanted!
2 or 3 Bedroomed house in Bishop 

Auckland & surrounding areas.
Please Call Mark on

07786 334442

The Bishop Press, February 6th, 2010.

TO  LET
Two Bed property to let in West 
Auckland. Free if you receive 

Housing Allowance.
Call (01325) 778206

Roman Way Tyres & Exhaust

01388 606234

Puncture repairs    Exhausts
Tracking & balancing  

Catalytic Converters   Servicing 
MOT work   Brakes/Welding

TRY US NOW AND SEE OUR 
COMPETITIVE PRICES!!

PART  USED  TYRES  FROM  £8  FITTED
Romanway Industrial Estate, Bishop Auckland

Bishop Auckland Town 
Council is considering filling 
the vacancy for a councillor 
for the Henknowle Ward by 
co-option.
The post became available 
after Councillor Reg Davison 
handed in his resignation, 
citing ill health as the reason 
for the decision. 
Members of the council 
expressed their surprise and 
disappointment at his decision 
to resign, as he had given loyal 
service to the council and his 
constituents over the last two 
years.
Anyone interested in filling the 
role can obtain an application 

form for candidacy from the 
Town Clerk and return it to the 
following address by Friday, 
February 19th.
Linda Goldie, Town Clerk, 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council, 154A Newgate Street, 
Bishop Auckland, DL14 7EH.
The council will act upon the 
applications at its Tuesday 
23rd meeting, which will 
take place at The Four Clocks 
Centre, 154A Newgate Street.
Further information on 
eligibility, the role of the town 
council and its schedule of 
meetings can be obtained from 
the Town Clerk at the above 
address.

henknowle  
ward  vacancy

Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall is holding 
a series of fun events 
based around the 
popular Ice Age 
series of animated 
movies.
Two Ice Age craft 
workshops will be 
held. The first will 
take place on Tuesday, 
February 16th,  from 
10.30am to 3.30pm. 
This session is aimed 
at children aged 8 to 
12 years-old. 
A spokesperson for 
the event, which is 
organised by Sue Abel 
and Eileen Glenton, 
said, “Have an ‘ice 
time’ and mammoth 
fun, with Sue and 

Property

Eileen creating new ‘Ice 
Age’ creatures and original 
stories.” Tickets cost £8.00 
and the workshop is limited 
to 25 places.  (See the end of 
the article for information on 
how to book a place.)
Sharon Carrick will oversee 
the second workshop, which 
is designed for children under 
the age of 8. 

Scrat the sabre-toothed squirrel from the Ice Age movies.

VISIT  THE  ICE  AGE  AT  
THE  TOWN  HALL

The fun  workshop, which 
invites children to come along 
and create Ice Age creatures 
and dinosaurs, will take place 
on Thursday, February 18th, 
between 1.30pm and 2.30pm. 
All tickets cost £2.00 and 
spaces are limited so advanced 
bookings are advisable.
A screening of the latest 
movie in the Ice Age series 

will be shown on Thursday,  
February 18th at 3.00pm. Ice 
Age 3 sees Sid’s adoption of 
three dinosaur eggs gets him 
into all sorts of trouble. 
The film is a U certificate with 
a running time of 94 minutes. 
All tickets cost £2.50. For 
further information, or to 
book your workshop place, 
call 01388 602610.

PHOTO INCLUDED? (£5)            Yes            No
(If yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if 
you would like your picture returned to you.)

Occasion:  (Please tick)
Birthday
Anniversary
Birth
Congratulations
Appreciations
Memoriam

Obituary
For Sale / To Let
Birthday Memories
Services Offered
Other (Please State) ....
...............................

Number of separate messages...................
MESSAGE(S) - (Please write in clear block capitals and 
continue on a separate piece of plain paper if necessary) 
.................................................................................
..................................................................................
..................................................................................
..................................................................................
...................................................................................
..................................................................................

NUMBER OF WORDS = .......................................

NAME......................................................................
ADDRESS................................................................
................................................................................
CONTACT NO.........................................................

AMOUNT (x 35p) ....................................................

Hand this form into the Town Hall or 
Woodhouse Close Library or post it to
3 - 4 First Floor Offices, Town Council 
Building, Civic Hall Square, Shildon, 

DL4 1AH.

classified form

TOTAL = .......................................

Valley
Wrought

Iron
High Quality Gates 

- Garden Fences - Wall Railings
- Free Estimates &

Advice on any project
- Experienced Tradesmen 

- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Boilers & Fire installations
Repairs & Servicing 

Powerflushing
Government grants available

Boiler scrappage scheme advice

Tel: Gary 07795096149
                  01388 459725

GD   HEATING   
& PLUMBING

Gas Safe & Corgi Registered
Call for a free quote

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717
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MASONRY  TECH
Building - Property 

MaintEnAnce

 All building work, 
including: plastering, 

paving, joinery.
Also, Drawing Service 

for Planning Permission

Tel: 07855 861 449

GUTTERS  CLEARED
UPVC Soffits, Fascias, 
Gutters & Down Pipes

Cleared, Cleaned, Repaired, 
Replaced or Renewed

Call Ramsey's Joinery on
01388 776012
07919 156221

All aspects of UPVC cladding, 
guttering & joinery work 

undertaken, all at reasonable rates

The Bishop Press, February 6th, 2010.

400+ lines of wallpaper
Top Brand Paints

New In - This season's 
latest pattern books

Very Competitive Prices
Professional, Friendly 

Service

Wear  Valley  Decorating  Centre
Coundon

01388 608144
www.wvdonline.co.uk

Mon - Thurs: 8am-5pm
Fri: 8am-4.30pm

Sat: 9am-1pm

The  Aclet
Brooklands,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14 6PW,  01388 605511

John & Joan would like to welcome 
everyone to their local, friendly pub.

Sunday  Lunch:  12noon - 2.00pm

Fridays: 12noon - 6.00pm
Home-made Fish & Chips, Tea, Bread & Butter only £5.00 

Home-made Corned Beef Pie & Chips, Tea, Bread & 
Butter only £3.50.

Tuesdays: General Knowledge Quiz from 9.00pm

Fridays: Karaoke from 9.00pm - 11.30pm

BTL  Woodshed
Addison Road Toronto, 01388 608452

For all your fencing, decking, sleepers, sheds, 
summerhouses, playhouses, pet kennels, needs.
Also logs, sticks, hinges, nails, etc., and all your 

fencing needs.
We supply and fit.

www.bobthelog.co.uk

ULTIMATE  FLOWERS

7 Kensington South, Cockton Hill
Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, DL14 6JA

Tel: 01388 605000

Valentine’s  Day
14th  February

From a deluxe bouquet to a single red rose 
... something special every time

(We can deliver Sunday 14th)

A  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE
Bathroom design & installation, 
Tiling & plastic cladding, Leaks, 

Burst pipes, Overflows, 
Blocked drains, Unvented hot 

water, Radiators, 
Heating systems flushed

All aspects of plumbing
Free estimates    

All work guaranteed

07813099096
01388 779333

Email: a.mcneal@btinternet.com

McNeal  Plumbing
24 Hour Call-Out

House To Let
Howden-le-Wear

2 bedroomed, 2 receptions, 
GCH & DG

Newly refurbished
£380 pcm

DSS welcome, no bond 
required.

Tel Yvonne: 
07711884447

Xtreme Dance Fuzion is to 
present its latest show, Kaos, 
at Bishop Auckland Town Hall 

on Friday 19th and Saturday 
20th February. The show 
begins at 7.30pm, and doors 

xtreme  dance  fuzion

Learning  on  the  job – 
National  

Apprenticeship  Week

Mary McMahon (Dolphin Managing Director) Apprentice Anthony Wade, 
and John Jenkins, Bishop Auckland College’s Business Training Services.

A Bishop Auckland 
teenager is 
celebrating his 
apprenticeship with 
a leading software 
m a n u f a c t u r e r . 
Anthony Wade, 18, 
from Henknowle, 
a former pupil of 
Bishop Barrington 
School, is a Business 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
(specialising in IT 
Technical Support) 
Apprentice with 
Dolphin Computer 
Access in Ushaw 
Moor, Durham. 
Dolphin, a multi- 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
company, is a leading 
manufacturer of 
computer software 
for the blind and 
partially sighted. 
The company 
also sells comprehensive 
computer packages with set-
up included. 
Anthony said, “I am very 
pleased to have been given 
the opportunity to do my 
apprenticeship here, it’s a 
great place to work and I am 
thoroughly enjoying working 
with the team. In March I will 
be going one day a week to 
Bishop Auckland College’s 
new Skills & Employment 
Centre in Spennymoor to 
study key skills and I am 
looking forward to learning 
there.”

Dolphin Managing Director, 
Mary McMahon, said, “We 
had been thinking about taking 
on an apprentice for a while. It 
was while discussing possible 
sales training for other 
members of our staff with John 
Jenkins from Bishop Auckland 
College’s Business Training 
Services that we decided 
to go ahead and employ 
an Apprentice. Anthony is 
settling in well, he has had a 
bit of a baptism of fire but he 
is learning fast.”
John Jenkins from Business 
Training Services said, “It’s 

been a real pleasure working 
with Mary at Dolphin and 
finding the ideal apprentice 
suited to their business needs. 
Bishop Auckland College is 
delighted to be working with 
small businesses across the 
region to provide the support 
and advice required to cut 
through the jargon and make it 
as easy as possible to employ 
apprentices.” 
For further information on 
Apprenticeships offered at 
Bishop Auckland College, 
contact John Jenkins on 01325 
379600.

Staff at Dale & Valley Homes 
have been rallying to help 
earthquake victims in Haiti.
The company, which manages 
council homes in Wear Valley, 
has been raising money for the 
disaster in the office and is also 
offering the public the chance 
to contribute also.
Website company Jadu has 
provided a website link to 
allow anyone to donate online.
Employees at the Dale & 
Valley Homes offices in South 
Church organised a dress down 
day, staring competition and a 
cake sale to raise cash for the 
appeal and collected more that 
£250.

Organiser, Hannah Ferguson, 
said, “I saw the news reports 
and wanted to do something 
to help.
“We often have dress down 
days but lots of people here 
like baking or eating cakes so 
we thought that would make a 
bit more money.
“The staring competition 
was just a bit of a laugh, but 
we hope it makes a serious 
difference to families suffering 
after the earthquake.”
Anyone who would like to do 
donate to the appeal can go 
to www.daleandvalleyhomes.
co.uk and follow the link on 
the homepage.

Working 
for  others

open at 7.00pm. Tickets cost 
£6 each and can be obtained 
by calling 07701031106.

Tel: 01325 256 080
Fax: 01325 365 959
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Fresh, 
Not Frozen

We provide you with an alternative to a 7 
day frozen meal programme.

We deliver a selection of home-cooked, freshly prepared meals , hot 
& ready to eat,  for only £3.95 per day, including 

free delivery. For a free informal chat/visit call: 
 01388 771434  or  07531969254

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, small 
enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

MILNERS

Telephone

776150

WINDOW CLEANERS
All  areas covered

Patios, Conservatories,
& Gutters also cleaned.

Self employed?
or do you run a small limited 

company?
I offer a complete Bookkeeping and 

Accountancy service dealing with all aspects of 
VAT, PAYE, Income Tax and Corporation Tax

all from  only
Haven’t you better things to do with your time

than struggle with the books?

Call Carl on 01388 774774

£4.00

cm
 Interiors

- Professional & 
   reliable service
- Kitchens
- Bathrooms
- Bedrooms
- Tiling
- Doors
- Supplied and fitted
- No obligation quote

Call Chris on 
07870729479

RAMSEY'S
Joinery & Property

Maintenance

01388 776012
07919 156221

All aspects of Joinery 
undertaken

From Shelves to 
Renovations, Gates, Fencing, 

Decking, Doors etc
Kitchens & Bedrooms Fitted

Bondgate  Hand  
Car  Wash  &  

Valeting Centre
(Former Belton Tyres)

Bishop Auckland

Hand car wash 
from £3.50

Part/Full Valets available
(Booked by Appointment)

Tel: 07906 785 235

The Bishop Press, February 6th, 2010.

P.A.C.  Tiling
Wall, floor tiling, ceramic, 
porcelain, slate, travertine, 

marble, natural stone.
Free estimate.

Tel. Paul on 
01388 766928
07957335856

Established 11 years

S.E. LANDSCAPING 
AND GARDEN SERVICES

Tel: 01388 772704
or  07816 940170

Turfing, Fencing, Garden 
Walls, Patios, Decking, 

Pruning, Weed killing, Tree 
Felling, Grass Cutting Service 
from £5.00. Free Estimates. 

General Garden Maintenance 
from £15 hr Commercial and 

Private works welcome

SHAWS
 Plumbing & Solar 

Heating
*bathrooms & showers

*full tiling service
*repairs & maintenance

SOLAR HOT WATER
SYSTEMS

Tel -01388 608866
Mob - 07944892739

consultation  
begins

A consultation on the future 
of local authority care homes 
in County Durham, including 
East Green Care Home in West 
Auckland, began this week.
Members of Durham County 
Council’s Cabinet approved 
recommendations to consult 
on the future of council-owned 
residential homes at a recent 
meeting.
The consultation, which began 
on Monday, February 1st, will 
give residents, carers and staff 
the chance to comment on the 
proposals.
The consultation will last 
for three months, ending 
on Friday, April 30th, with 
residents being offered one-
to-one meetings to give their 
feedback.
Comments can also be 
submitted in any of the 
following ways
•Email – residentialcarehomes
consultation@durham.gov.uk
•Telephone – 0191 372 5594              
•Write to – Residential Care 
Consultation Team, Adults, 

Wellbeing and Health, 
Durham County Council 2/96 
County Hall, Durham, DH1 
5UG.
The phone line will not 
be staffed 24 hours but an 
answer machine will be in 
operation. Callers can leave 
their comments or request 
that a council officer returns 
their call.
Councillor Morris Nichols, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Adult 
Services, said, “It is important 
that the residential care 
services provided by the 
council reflect the changing 
needs of our older residents.
“In order to ensure this is the 
case, we need to know and 
understand how best we can 
help our residents.
For further details of the 
proposals visit www.durham.
gov.uk and click on the Have 
your Say link.
Any comments received after 
the closure of the consultation 
will not be considered.

Weardale Railway is set to 
revive a daily passenger 
service between Stanhope and 
Bishop Auckland, a service 
that has not existed for almost 
60 years.
British American Rail 
Services (BARS), which owns 
Weardale Railway, announced 
the plans last week. The new 
service would call at Stanhope, 
Frosterley, Wolsingham, 
Bishop Auckland and Shildon, 
utilising the newly-installed 
points at Bishop Auckland 
to link the existing Weardale 
Railways to the national 
network.
It is hoped that linking the 
lines will bring economic 
benefits, boosting the local 
tourism industry. Talks are 
believed to be underway to 
create a heritage rail trail, 
which would involve a centre 
like Locomotion in Shildon.
As previously reported, two 

charter trains, one from 
King’s Cross, the other from 
Crewe, are scheduled to make 
the journey to Stanhope in 
February. A third charter train 
is expected to confirm another 
visit to Stanhope soon.
As well as welcoming visitors 
to the area, the line is currently 
involved in negotiations that 
may result in the line being 
used to carry freight.
Alistair Gregory of Weardale 
Railways said, “With the 
addition of the rail-tour market 
and provision of a community 
train service, 2010 is going to 
see a considerable growth in 
activity on the line.”
He credited the new impetus 
to an injection of capital from 
the BARS, coupled with the 
efforts of the line’s volunteers.
He added, “Together the 
company and the trust are 
hoping to show that the 
railway can make a positive 

contribution to the economy of 
Weardale by increasing tourist 
income and by providing an 
environmentally-efficient 
means of travelling to and 
from the dale.”
George Muirhead, manager at 
Locomotion, also welcomed 
the news. He added that 
the museum and Weardale 
Railways were looking at ways 
of promoting tourism on the 
line, he said, “We have already 
been having discussions with 
the railway about how we 
can work together to develop 
tourist traffic on the line.”
Railway inspectors travelled 
on the line last week to check 
the infrastructure along the 18 
mile stretch between Bishop 
Auckland and Stanhope, 
finding the line in need of only 
minor alterations which can be 
implemented before the first 
charter train runs on February 
19th.

service  set  to  re-open  
after almost  60  years

BODY  OF  BISHOP  WOMAN  
MAY  HAVE  BEEN  FOUND

A body found in the River 
Wear, near Page Bank in 
Spennymoor, may be that of a 
Bishop Auckland woman, say 
police.
It is thought that it is likely to 
be the body of a 54 year-old 
woman from Etherley Dene, 
who was reported missing 

by her husband on Monday, 
February 1st.
Police were concerned for 
her welfare, and soon after 
discovering she was missing, 
launched inquiries to trace 
her.
The body was discovered 
by a dog-walker early on 

Wednesday, February 3rd. 
Fire and Rescue teams were 
then called to remove her 
from the river.
A post mortem is expected 
to be carried out shortly, 
followed by and inquest, 
which will be opened within 
the next week.

VARIETY  SHOW
An ‘open night’ of variety 
acts is to take place at 
Woodhouse Close Church on 
Friday, February 19th, from 
7.00pm. The event is part of 
the Woodhouse Close Arts 
Festival, taking place from 
Saturday 13th to Sunday 21st 
February. Anyone can take 

part in the show, whether they  
sing, dance, act or tell jokes. 
Sign up at Woodhouse Close 
Church.
An afternoon of dancing, tea 
and cakes will also take place 
as part of the festival, on 
Thursday, February 18th, from 
2.00pm at the church.
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Self-Management Programme
ARE YOU FINDING IT DIFFICULT LIVING WITH 

A LONG TERM CONDITION?
Join the self-management programme for a six week course

2 ½ hours each week
at

Woodhouse Close Church
Proudfoot  Drive

Bishop Auckland 
Monday 22nd February to Monday 29th  March

from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m

for more details or to register call
FREEPHONE 0800 328 4229 or 01388 452364

Transport can be arranged if needed
Expert Patient Programme

A local meals service has 
launched an urgent appeal for 
volunteers to help with their 
twice-weekly lunch and meals-
on-wheels services.
The services have been 
running at Woodhouse Close 
Church Community Centre for 
almost 30 years. Volunteers 
serve meals on the premises 
in Proudfoot Drive, as well as 
delivering meals to dozens of 
housebound people.
Jean Clarke, centre co-
ordinator, said, “This is 
an invaluable service, and 
is much-needed in this 
community. It is not just about 
delivering meals, but also 
about developing a rapport, 
and having contact with people 
who are housebound.
“If anyone can spare an hour 

over the lunch-time period, at 
least once a month, we would 
love to hear from them.”
She was joined in her appeal 
by Peter Hall, service co-
ordinator, who said, “People 
are so grateful for the delivery 
of meals, and for some, it can 
be the only person they will 
see that day.”
As well as seeking deliverers, 
volunteers are also being 
sought to wash up and serve 
meals at the lunch club, 
between the hours of 9.00am 
and 2.00pm, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Volunteers will be 
eligible to receive expenses. 
Anyone interested in 
volunteering may call 01388 
450838 or 01388 602935 to 
register their interest or find 
out more.

MEALS-ON-WHEELS  
SERVICE  SEEKS  HELP

Fans of folk music are in 
for a treat this month when 
Eddie Walker visits Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall.
Regarded as one of Britain’s 
best ‘ragtime’ guitarists, Eddie 
will be supported by Trish 
McLean and Ian Wright. 
At the gig Eddie will perform 
a wide array of songs, 

covering styles such as blues, 
hillbilly country, swing, 
traditional and contemporary 
folk songs. 
The show will take place on 
Wednesday, February 17th, 
with an 8.00pm start. 
All tickets are £6.00. For 
further details or to buy your 
tickets, call 01388 602610.

an  evening  of 
FOLK  music

A number of fun sessions 
for young children and their 
parents are planned throughout 
the area during the half-term 
holidays.
Rock and Roll, Hop and 
Skip sessions are starting at 
Coundon Children's Centre 
Friday, February 26th, between 
9.30am and 11.00am for 6 
weeks.  This is a movement 
session where parents and 
children can enjoy dancing 
and moving to the music.  All 
are welcome.
Also in Coundon, parents are 
holding a fundraising play 
day to raise funds for holiday 
activities for all children 
living in the Coundon area.  

The event will be held on 
Thursday, February 18th, at 
Coundon Children's Centre 
between 10.00am and 1.00pm.  
All families are welcome.
A Teeny Tunes session will 
be held every Wednesday, 
10.15-11.30am, by Sure Start 
Children's Centre staff at West 
Auckland Methodist Church 
during Term Time. The session 
is described as, “A fun lively 
session with dancing, singing 
and rhymes.”  Families with 
children aged 1-5 are welcome 
to come along.  There is a cost 
of 50p per session.
Bumps and Beyond sessions 
are running at Woodhouse 
Close Children's Centre every 

Tuesday from 9.30am to 
11.30am, and at St Helen 
Auckland Children's Centre 
every Wednesday between  
1.00pm and 3.00pm.  
The sessions are for people 
who are expecting a new 
baby or have children under 
one year.  A spokesperson 
said, “You can come along 
and play with your baby, chat 
to the midwife who will be at 
the session offering ante-natal 
and post-natal support and 
advice. “All our Bumps and 
Beyond groups are offered 
as drop- ins, meaning parents 
can pop in at any time during 
the session, no appointment is 
required.”

HALF-TERM  FUN

A Bishop Auckland 
photographer is making his 
work available to people 
who donate to the Disasters 
Emergency Committee 
following the Haiti 
earthquake.
Paul White has teamed up 
with the UK’s and Europe’s 
number one online community 
for photo printing, sharing and 
personal publishing, PhotoBox 
(www.photobox.co.uk) to give 
anybody donating £5 or more 
through his Justgiving.com 

page to receive a free print of 
his work as a thank you.
Visitors to his website, http://
paulmwhi tephotography.
shutterfly.com can choose from 
an array of landscape images.
After making their donation 
at www.justgiving.com/
paulmwhitephotographyhaiti, 
donors simply leave their 
email address and choice of 
picture to receive their free 
10 x 8 featuring one of his 
landscapes.
Paul, originally from Shildon, 

said, “We have all seen the 
devastation that has been 
caused in Haiti and I felt that 
this would be a good way 
of raising some money and 
actually thanking the people 
who donate by giving them 
something in return.”
Mark Chapman, MD at 
PhotoBox commented, “The 
tragedy in Haiti is heart 
wrenching. When watching 
it on the news, you just feel 
compelled to help in any way 
you can.”

HELP  RAISE  FUNDS  FOR  HAITI
(AND  GET  A  NICE  PICTURE)
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Bishop Auckland 
Chiropractic Clinic

27 Cockton Hill Road, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS
Tel: 01388 451349
Do you suffer with:

•HEADACHES•TRAPPED NERVES•NECK PAIN•BACK 
PAIN•SCIATICA•PINS & NEEDLES•TENSION

Contact: Dr. Luc Presseau BA DC (Chiropractor)

HALF  PRICE  CONSULTATION 
WITH  THIS  ADVERT!  

Got something  
for the paper?

HARRIS  JOINERY  
&  HANDYMAN  SERVICES
All aspects of joinery

Windows & doors fitted
Loft / garage conversions

Repairs as well as 
replacements

All work undertaken
No job too small

Call for a free quote on
01388  603586
07917446305

MOT’s,  Servicing, 
Repairs & Parts

Fully stocked shop now open 
above the garage

Givi, Oxford, Scott Leathers, 
Lazer, Bikeit etc

Open 7 Days a week
Holdforth Crest, 

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6DU
Tel: 01388   664777

Holdforth Motorcycle
Accessories & Parts
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Email us at
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

or call
01388 775896

S JARDINE 
ROOFING

SLATE,  TILE  AND  
FELT  ROOFING,

LEAD WORK,  GUTTERING, 
REPOINTING,  VELUX LIGHTS, 

REPAIR WORK.
Time-served Tradesman

Tel/Fax 01388 601757
Mob: 07780 736120

14 years experience
www: sjardineroofing.com

ABTEC 
PLUMBING

01388 776665

Ring Neil on 
07919 215 959

COMBI boilers, Radiators, 
Gas Fires & Gas Cookers
Showers, Taps, Toilets 

& Sinks.
Bathrooms and Kitchens

Landlords safety 
inspections

Emergency call-out
No Job too small

All electrical work 
undertaken NIC EIC 
Approved Contractor

Tiling Service 
Available

& Electricians

Ring Neil on 

Specialists in House 
Rewires & Safety 

Inspection 

01388 776665
07919 215 959

Special OAP Rates

Showers, Fridges, Freezer & 
Electrical Cooker Repairs

ABTEC 
Electricians

&  Plumbing
Plans  to  Completion

NIC EIC  
APPROVED  

CONTRACTORS

NEW  BUILD 
EXTENSIONS & 
RENOVATIONS

ABTEC 
Property  

developments
Est. 1960

Ring Neil on
01388 776665
07919 215 959

GAS  SAFE  
REGISTERED

International
“Part Worn Tyres Available”

John Garnett.  Tel 07831 729402

• NEW  TYRES
• REMOULDS
• TYRE  REPAIRS
• WHEEL BALANCING 
   & TRACKING

TYRES

Unit C1
Romanway Ind. Est.

Tindale Crescent
Bishop Auckland

Co Durham. DL14 9AW
Tel: 01388 661231

MRM  Fabrications

All Types of Wrought Ironwork
Gates, Railings, Handrails, 
Disabled Access & Ramps 
Security/Window Grilles

Tel: 01740 656889
07932 474090

Unit 2, Bowbank House Farm, 
Merrington Road, Kirk Merrington, 

DL16 7HY

COCKTON  HILL  WMC
No Cover Charge

Bingo  Saturday + Added Snowball

Sat 6th Feb
Elizabeth

Mon 8th Feb
Mark Andrews

Sat 13th Feb
Kika

Mon 15th Feb
Sue Allen

The National Blood Service 
will be taking blood donations 
in Bishop Auckland on 
Tuesday, February 16th.
Donations will be taken at 
Bishop Auckland Rugby Club 

on Bridge Road, between 
2.30pm to 4.00pm, and 4.30pm 
to 7.00pm.
For more details, or to make 
an appointment, call 0300 123 
2323.

BLOOD  DONATIONS

Following the success of 
Newcastle Falcons February 
Coaching Camp at Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club last 
year, they will be returning on 
Thursday and Friday the 18 
and 19th February, 2010.
The Camp starts at 10.00am 

and finishes at 3.00pm each 
day. The cost is £40 for both 
days. 
“This is a great opportunity 
for players aged 7 to 17, of all 
levels of ability, to experience 
top-level coaching and meet 
Falcons players,” commented a 

newcastle  falcons  
training  days

The Town Hall will be hosting 
artwork by Joanne Brodie, 
an artist who is inspired by 
Teesdale, where she has lived 
for the last 6 years.

The exhibition, called Four 
Hounds and Fine Walks, will 
be on display in the McGuiness 
Gallery between Monday, 8th 
February, and Saturday, 27th.

four  hounds  
&  fine  walks

During the recent ‘Scottish’ 
folk music evening at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall, featuring 
Isla StClair, a raffle raised £80 
for the Haiti earthquake appeal. 
This has now been donated 

at www.donate.bt.com/dec. 
“Many thanks to all those 
who supported this very 
worthy cause,” commented 
a spokesperson for the Town 
Hall.

more  funds  
for  haiti

spokesperson. To book a place, 
or for more information, visit 
www.bishopaucklandrugby.
co.uk. Alternatively, call 
Peter Gallone, the club's event 
organiser, on 07825 521 632 or 
email him at Peter.Gallone@
bishopaucklandrugby.co.uk.

On December 29th, John 
Michael Stott scaled the secure 
compound of a building site 
belonging to Bellway Homes 
Ltd. in Spennymoor, however, 
a member of the public 
witnessed this and telephoned 
the police. 
The 39 year-old, from St. 
Cuthbert’s Walk in Bishop 
Auckland, was found hiding 

near the diesel tank with two 
plastic drums. He made full 
and frank admissions to the 
police, telling them that he 
had previously been employed 
on the site until being made 
redundant some 16/17 months 
ago. Stott admitted the charge 
of stealing 45 litres of red 
diesel, valued at £45, and was 
fined a total of £185. 

DIESEL  THEFT

Sad  news  from  Kingsway
Bishop Auckland Cricket Club 
held their A.G.M. last Friday 
in their Kingsway Social Club, 
however, the whole event 
was overshadowed by the sad 
death of former player, lifelong 
supporter and member, Gordon 
Nicholson, who passed away 
last weekend.  
Gordon, who was 83,  loved 
his cricket,  and was very 
knowledgeable on the game 
in the area as well as at Bishop 
Auckland. He made his debut 
for the club at Middlesbrough 
in 1941 and hardly missed a 
summer after that at Kingsway.  
He was often at the ground in 
his last few years and would 
even drive on his own to North 
Yorkshire to watch a Third 
Team game.
Club Chairman, John Dobson 
said, “The club is deeply 
saddened by the death of one 
of our oldest members and 
our heartfelt condolences 
go out to Gordon’s family.”  
Club stalwart Keith Oldfield 
said, “When I joined Bishop 
Auckland C.C. in the 1970’s 

by John Phelan
Gordon’s 1st team days were 
over and he played mainly in 
the second team as an opening 
batsman and wicket-keeper.  
He will be a big miss at Bishop 
Auckland Cricket Club.”
There had already been a 
minute’s silence at the A.G.M. 
for Mr. A. Grayson and Mr. 
T. Storey, two other members 
who had also passed away 
during the year, when Keith 
Hopper informed the A.G.M. 
of Gordon’s fragile health.
On a brighter note the cricket 
club now has a full committee 
with Mr. John Dobson 
Chairman, Mrs. J. Conway 
Secretary and Mr. M. Newton 
Treasurer. The committee 
consisted of Mr. J Dobson, Mr 
N. Grainger, Mr M. Thompson 
and Mr G. Conway.
Professional Gary Pratt was 
elected 1st team captain with 
Phil Holdsworth his vice 
-captain.  David Garnett will 
skipper the 2nd team with 
Alistair Wild vice-captain.  
Keith Oldfield will toss the 
coin for the 3rd team but a 

vice-captain has not yet been 
appointed.  
Bar sales were up by nearly 
£14,000 so Andy Poole and 
his staff were thanked for their 
efforts, while Ross Cowling 
gave a report on the club mark, 
which is an ongoing process 
by which the cricket club gain 
marks or points relating to the 
amount of cricketing activity 
in the club.
The following amendments 
were made to the constitution: 
1) Family members as defined 
by Rule 27 shall be eligible to 
stand for the general committee.  
2) Family membership to be 
defined as two adults and their 
children under 18 years of age. 
3) Rule 27 will now include 
in 5(g) corporate members to 
groups who are not eligible 
to vote at the A.G.M.  4) At 
present Rule 35 limits the 
number of functions where 
the club can sell alcohol to the 
public to 12. This line will be 
omitted as the club is applying 
for a separate licence to cover 
functions involving the public. 

HOUSE  TO  LET
In Bishop Auckland

3 Bedroomed semi-detached, 
gardens front & rear, GCH, 
DG, close to shops, schools 

& play area.

For more information ring

01759 380 268
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Take advantage 
of our great Part
Exchange Scheme!

VISIT: Sales Office open Friday -Monday 11.00am - 5.30pm, with a 
late evening Thursday until 8.00pm (closed Tuesday and Wednesday)

www.bellway.co.uk

CALL: 01388 664 556

*Offer available on selected plots only. Prices correct at print date. Specification on site may differ. 
We reserve the right to refuse a part exchange, terms and conditions can be found at www.bellway.co.uk

Full Value Part Exchange
• No estate agent fees to pay 
• No HIP payment
• A guaranteed price for your old home

Part Exchange to a beautiful 
4 bedroom detached home at 

Riverdale, Bishop Auckland.
from as little as £225,000
Also available last remaining 
2 bedroom apartmentt £82,500
on Bellway Opening Doors Scheme.

onlyI
could sell
myhouse.
You can
now.

With Bellway part exchange we’ll buy 
your home for its full market value.

if
53069 A JH Riverdale wc1.2 Bishop 297x210c  1/2/10  12:18  Page 1
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CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

J & B Motors Tyres ‘n’ Tests
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com

Page 8

minster plastics
roofing contractors
uPVC, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering.

Slating, Tiling, Pointing and Flat Roof Work

Site Mobile: 0777 598 6592
FREE ESTIMATES

Insurance work undertaken

Tel:(01388) 450527

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 

Installations, Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009
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Garden  CutzGarden  Cutz
Full range of 

professional garden care 
& external services.
All work & services 

Fully Insured.
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice please 
call STEVE on
01388 812886

or 07967 431821

HOUSES  TO  LET
from £70 pw in 
Shildon, Bishop 
Auckland and 

Newton Aycliffe.
Please contact Angela 

on 07795652193 
or Graham on 
07795652191

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations 
and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

Cheap Light  
Removals

07799615959

Crafty  Ceramics
would you like a go at 

painting a personalised 
pot? Glazed & fired in our 
kiln, suitable for all ages.
Workshops at Barnard 

Castle Sports Centre, Mon 
15th Feb, 1-3pm & Witton 

Park Village Hall, Wed 17th 
Feb, 1-3pm.

Tel: 07951001626

ABC  Tiling
For all ceramic, natural 

stone & porcelain wall & 
floor tiling

Bathroom fitting service 
available

For a free estimate call Ian 
on 01325 320302 or 

07929 555 326

harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, 
doors and conservatories.

If your double glazed units are 
all misted up, call us.

We can replace them cheaper 
than you think.

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

tEL: 01388 777606

Lee Sharpe at the Sportsman’s event with organisers 
and comedian, Jed Stone.

SPORTSMAN’S  EVENING  SUCCESSBishop  RUFC 
VS  Westoe  RUFC

Bishop Auckland RUFC 
(under 14’s) recently played 
Westoe RUFC.
Westoe started the game 
well, manufacturing overlaps 
in the back line, and it was 
no surprise when two tries 
followed in quick succession. 
Bishop Auckland, stung by 
the early set back, took the 
game to Westoe. However, 
the team kept on battling 
and pulled one try back with 
a super individual effort by 
Keirl, which was converted by 
Thompson.Westoe responded 
almost immediately, with 
another well-worked back 
move leading to a try in 
the corner. The play then 
became forward-dominated 
with territory gained by the 
kicking game. One such kick 

was fielded by the Bishops’ 
fullback under his own posts 
and the resultant tackle led to 
a turnover and another Westoe 
try. Bishops appeared to copy 
the tactic and a long kick and 
chase led to Jarry scoring in 
the corner.
The second half started with 
a period of Bishops forward 
domination and another 
try by Keirl. Gradually the 
Westoe pack started to gain 
more possession which their 
dangerous backs used to full 
effect, scoring several well 
worked tries. The Bishops 
battled gamely to the end 
showing good team spirit.
Scrivener was awarded Man-
of-the-Match for the Bishops 
Team. Final score, Bishop 19 
- 46 Westoe.

St. Mary’s junior 
football club  
recently enjoyed 
a successful 
S p o r t s m a n ’ s 
Evening. 
A club  spokesperson 
said, “The club 
would like to 
thank everyone 
who supported 
last Friday’s 
Sportsman’s Night.” 
Over 200 people 
attended the 
event, where Lee 
Sharpe shared his 
experiences of a 
life in professional 
football. 
The former 
Manchester United 
and England player talked 
about his former team-mates 
and what it was like to work 
under Sir Alex Ferguson. 
Sharpe was in superb form, 
staying at the event all night, 
from 7.00pm to 11.00pm, 
talking, signing autographs 
and having photographs 
taken. 
Comedian Jed Stone also 
provided entertainment, and 
along with a memorabilia 
auction, raffle and quiz the 
club managed to raise a 
magnificent amount of £2,698 
towards the running cost for 
the nineteen teams that St. 
Mary’s run.
In the only game of the 
weekend, St Mary's U15B's 
travelled to Richmond Town 
for the return leg on a cold and 
frosty day. St Mary's were 1-0 

inside the first three minutes 
with a well-taken goal from 
Christian Taylor, which came 
from some fantastic passing 
from the right wing. St Marys 
went further ahead with an 
‘absolute corker’ from well 
outside the 18yard box; the 
goal scorer was Rhys Jones. 
The two blues made it 3-0 with 
a corner crossed in from Jones, 
which met Marcus Pinders 
head. It remained 3-0 when the 
whistle blew for half-time.
The second half started as 
brightly as the first with Sam 
Dixon scoring two minutes 
into the start to make it 4-0. 
C Taylor took his tally to 4 
when he scored 3 goals in 10 
minutes to push the score up 

to 7-0. Despite some pressure 
from Richmond, the defence 
of Stephen Thompson, Greg 
Taylor, Pinder and Haydn 
Lewis and ‘keeper, James 
Cleminson, kept a clean 
sheet for the Saints. A solid 
performance from Thomas 
Knowles, Patrick Stephenson, 
Jones and Nathan Kitch in 
midfield ensured St. Mary’s 
dominated the game for large 
spells. Lewis scored 2 minutes 
before the whistle blew to 
make the final score 8-0 to St 
Marys, rounding off a well-
deserved win.
Players are always required for 
most ages. Anyone interested 
in joining St Mary’s should 
visit www.basmj.com.

Bishop battled hard during the game against Westoe.


